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Sharon:Covw n»n t probe is political 

TEL AW (R)— Former Housing Mirister Arid Shann said Mcudty 
widening mmrny im^takeoven of Arab houses by Jewish setters in East 
Jertuadeoi during his tenure- was intended to appease international 
opinion.' ‘T^e purpose is poKtkaf and a dear apal to the PLO,’ to Arab 
states.-to the United States that ... the Rabm government, is ready to 
coocede abo on Jc nisatein ,'** be toM Israel Radio. Israeli Prime Minkter 
Yitzhak Rabin's government, opposed to the takeovers, Sunday ordered'' 
an mrstigaiibo of poesiblelcpl and administrative violations under the 
fonner goventment. A review ordered by Mr. Rabin iu August of state «d 
to Jews settling in Arab oetgbbourboods found numerous Improprieties in 
the takeovers and the way the homes were riven to Jews. Mr. Rabin, 
whose Labour Party ousted Yitzhak Shanties LikucWed government in a 
June election, views the seizures in densely populated And) areas in the 
heart of East Jerusalem. os needless provocation. “There is no doubt the 
activities w ere do n e Vrtth - the knowledge and on the Orders of the (Shamir 
government's) ministers,” Police Minister Moshe Shahal said Sunday. 
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Patestinian woman sacs British newspaper 

LONDON (R) — - A Palestinian friend of British Culture Minister David 
Mel tor lau nched a libel action Monday against a tabloid newspaper which 
■be accused <rf suggesting she was unfit company Tor a member of the 
government. Mona Bauwens, whose father Jaweed AJ Ghossem sits on 
the Executive Commit©; of the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO). 
is suu^ the people newspaper for damages over reports about her holiday 
with the Mellor family two years ago. Her lawyer Richard Hartley told the 
high court that 31-year-old Bauwens felt she had been portrayed as 

iimunrthvnf llv minkWi ftviubhin lumnn k.. U.l.. >i[ r~ - 
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hentage secretary, was arts minister. The People denies libel in its stories 
on the hofiday, which rnduded a report on possfle attacks against Britain 
and an editorial about Mr. Mcflor’s judgement in choosing Ms. Bauwens 
as a companion for a holiday with his wife Judith and young sons. Mr. 
Hartley said Ms. Bauwens was Palestinian by birth but bad grown up in 
Europe where she now worked as a television producer. She should not be 
“pilloried" for the activities of her relatives, he told the court 
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Syria beats! Jordan In 
Arab basketball . 
tournament final 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Syria Monday 
btsat Jordan 78-74 in (be final of 
fee Arab basketball tournament 
of the Seventh Pan- Arab Games 
in Syria. 

Arafat receives 
Russian message 

Tunis (R) — Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat received a message 
from Russia on its role in t fie 
Middle East peace process, the 
Palestinian news agency WAFA 
said Monday. The Russian charge 
d’affaires in Tunis handed fee 
message from the Russian lead- 
ership to Mr. Arafat Sunday. The 
agency gave no of its 

content. 

Sudan lifts ban on 
Coca-Cola 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan's 
cabinet has lifted a ban on pro- 
duction of Coca-Cola in fee coun- 
try, the official news agency 
SUNA reported Monday. SUNA 
gave no reason for the decision 
but the Arab League's Boycott of 
Iferaei Office lifted its ban on 
Coca-Cola in May 1991. Coca- 
Cola set op a factory in Sudan 
dining fee role of former Prea- 
dent Jaafar Numeiri, who was 
deposed by General Abdul Rah-, 
man Swareddaheb in a coup in 
1985. The Coca-Cola plant in 
Sudan belongs to businessman 
Hassan Ibrahim Malik, who also 
owns one of fee country's two 
PCpsi Cola factories. 

Fire guts Iran . _ . . 
military waraKbuse 

NICOSIA (R) — A huge fire 
gutted an Iranian nriHtary heli- 
copter warehouse near Tehran 
airport an an 1 barite opposition 
group said it was an act of sabot- 
age. The Maze on Friday, which 
Tehran’s Kayhan newspaper said 
took seven hours to extinguish, 
follows a spate of arson attacks 
on g ov ernm ent cars around fee 
country. Kayhan said fee fire 
spread qtriddy because there was 
no firefighting equipment at fee 
warehouse. It said barrels of che- 
micals exploded. The Iraq-based 
Mnjahedeen-o-Khalq group said 
in a statement sent to Renters in 
Cyprus the blaze was started by 
"resistance forces” and destroyed 
large quantities of helicopter 
spare, parts and motor oil. 
Kayhan said the cause of fee fire 
was not known. It estimated die 
damage at tens of millions of 
dollars. The Mnjahedeen put it 
much higher. It said fire trucks 
arrived at the scene 30 minutes 
after the fire broke out but “had 
to wait behind dosed doors until 
officials gave them permission to 
enter.” 

^ Bussian-Japanese 
^ summit could be 
S^held In November 

■It- ’ MOSCOW (AP) — A top Rns- 
\fi sian government official has sng- 
gpsted that President Boris Yelt- 
j: - sin meet with Japanese Prime 
r-‘ Minister Kiichi Miyazawa in 
& ’. November on Okinawa, an aide 
to fee official said Monday. The 
v> suggestion by Deputy Prime 
re-' Minister Mikhail Poltoranm came 
less than a week after Mr. Yeltsin 
f abruptly postponed a trip to 
Japan amid a domestic uproar 
over Japan’s demand feat Russia 
ffitura four disputed islands. Mr. 

. t . Yeltsin plans to visit South Korea 
on Nov. 12-13 (see page 8). Mr. 

- Eoftoranin suggested that Mr. 
> -Yeltsin make a side trip to 
Japanese-held territory of Olrina- 
to meet with Japan’s prime 
^minister, Poltoranin assistant 
"p Andrei Rylsky said. 

Death toll rises In 
turkish-Kurdfsh. 
clash 

4 SEMDINLI, Turkey ( AP) — Six 
^ Turkish soldiers and four village 
■ V guards wounded in a major clash 

with Kurdish separatists died 
p'v Monday, raising the government 
>£$. death foD to 5l, the Anatolia 
1 'X- news agency said. Thirtygneml- 
las, members of fee o utlawed 
Knztfisfa Labour Party (PKK), 
J ;.; yvere also reported killed when 
1 Jjjjgiey attacked an army outpost in 
southeastern Turkey Sunday. 

£ C; The rebels apparently infiltrated 
rJ Lc from c amp s in northern Iraq to 
•Ki attack the post at Aktutim village 
y e * in Hakkari province bordering 
;tv Eraq and Iran. 
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Bilateral negotiations 
resume in Washington 


OwMwd agency dispatches 
WASHINGTON — Arab and 

talks horoMa^^aAer a 10-day 
recess with hopes feat the break 
afforded tire parties the chance to 
reflect on ideas presented during 
the negotiations and come up 
with poshive approaches, particu- 
larly from tire Israeti side which is 
accused of not living up to fee 
expectations that were attached 
to the new government of Prime 
Mimste” Yitzhak Rabin. 

Israeli delegates and teams 

from Jordan, Syria and Lebanon 
met separately in the morning. 
Israeli and Palestinian nego- 
tiators were to meet in the after- 
noon. * 

The Jordanians were hoping 

for Israeli agreement on dements 
to be included in a “common 
agenda” encompassing tire basic 
terms of reference for the Middle 
East peace process. The Palesti- 
nians were seeking Israeli reply to 
a 10-point proposal for interim 
self-government arrangements in 
the occupied territories and_ a 
definite Israeli co mm itment for 
troop withdrawal. 

Lebanon is negotiating Israeli 
agreement to evacuate a border 
strip fee Jewish state occupies in 
South Lebanon, but reported be- 
fore the talks recessed on Sept. 4 
that it was not making any head- 
way. 


Syria's chief negotiator Mon- 
day ruled out a partial Israeli 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights as a solution to more 
than four decades of conflict. 

But Muwaffaq A1 Allaf with- 
held judgement on the new prop- 
osal the Israeli negotiator, Itamar 
Rabinovich, brought with him as 
the talks resumed at the State 


think ft provides an excellent 
basis for further progress,” said 
Mr. Rabinovich, a Tel Aviv Uni- 
versity professor. “I very much 
hope onr Syrian interlocutors will 
rise to the occasion.'' 

Before the break, Israel and 
Syria bad for the first time begun 
to talk about a settlement based 
on U.N. Security Council land- 
for-peace resolutions. 

Mr. Allaf told reporters he did 
not want to judge Israel’s propos- 
al before seeing it. But be stres- 
sed Syria was demanding Israel 
give op all of the strategic Golan 
Heights. - 

“The subject of negotiations is 
a comprehensive peace,” the Sy- 
rian diplomat said. “In a peace 
process- for a comprehensive 
peace you do not talk about 
partial withdrawal or partial solu- 
tions." 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said Monday Syria should 
not expect Israeli readiness for 
“concessions” until Syria defines 
what it means by peace (see story 


bdow). 

Mr. Rabinovich described the 
proposal Israel intended to give 
Syria as “very carefully pre- 
pared” and as containing “some 
creative thin king and a lot of 
good wfll.” 

He said be hoped Syria “will 
rise to fee occasion and feat a 
fruitfu l dialogue will develop on 
die baas of this paper.” 

In another development, the 
Bush adminis t ra tion has begun 
discussing wife Israel the pro- 
jected sate of 72 U.S. fighter-jets 
to Saudi Arabia. 

Diplomatic sources said De- 
fence Secretary Dick Cheney 
held an initial session on Friday at 
the Pentagon with Israeli military 
specialists and that further talks 
would be held. 

President " George Bush, in 
announcing the $9 billion deal, 
said Israel's “qualitative edge" 
over the -Arabs would be main- 
tained. Still, the Israeli cabinet 
issued a statement Sunday object- 
ing to the sale of weapons to fee 
Saudis. 

Talks on water resources in the 
region involving two-dozen na- 
tions are due to open here on 
Turaday (see page 3). 

Moscow meeting 

Israel will bring a fresh 
(CosHwtd on page 5) 


Sharaa saysSyiia 
rejects partial solution 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Foreign Minister Farouk A1 Sbar- 
aa raid Monday Syria would re- 
ject any partial solution at the 
Arab-lsraeli peace talksresuniing 
in Washington Monday. 

“Syria rejects any partial solu- 
tion and stresses the necessity of 
Israel’s full with drawal fr om all 
occupied .Arab 1 territories,” the 
official news agency SANA 
quoted Mr. Sbaraa as saying. 

He said Syria was ready to be 
co mmi tted to and implement all 
articles and elements of U.N. 
Security Council resolutions 242 
and 338 “to achieve a just and 
comprehensive peace in the re- 
gion.” 

Israeli Prime Munster Yhzfa&k 
Rabin said Monday Syria should 
expect no Israeli readiness for 
“territorial concessions" until it 
defines what it means by peace. 

WhOe welcoming what he saw 
as a change in Syria’s attitude, 
Mr. Rabin said Israel had yet to 
bear Damascus whether it agreed 
with Israel's definition of peace: 
“Open borders, diplomatic rela- 
tions, embassies, normalisation 
of contacts between us.” 

Mr. Rabin was speaking to 
reporters before flying to Ger- 


many far an official visit. His 
remarks came as Israeli and Arab 
delegations gathered in Washing- 
ton to regime peace talks Mon- 
day after a MWay break. 

Although be has said be is 
willing to fescuss “territorial com- 
promise” on the Golan Heights, 
Mr. Rabin said: “At this stage 
nobody in the government, and 
certainly in the delegation, is 
authorised to engage in drawing 
maps.” . 

The Washington talks consist 
erf Israeli detections negotiating 
separately wife Syrian, Lebanese, 
Jordanian and' Palestinian teams. 

Mr. Rabin appeared concerned 
that Syria' will hinge the fate of 
negotiations on Israel agreeing to 
withdrawals on other fronts. 

farad wanted to know “to what 
extend a peace treaty with Syria 
will stand on it» own two feet, 
without any link to progress on 
solutions of negotiations in other 
areas of the Arab-faraefi con- 
flict,” he said. 

Until Israel got Syria's defini- 
tion of peace, and assurances of 
non-lmkage, ‘'we will not enter 
into any detailing of territorial 
problems,” he satf. 

Mr. Rabin drew enconrage- 



Faroufc A1 Sharaa’ 

meat from Syrian President 
Hafez A1 Assad’s meeting last 
week with visiting Druze Arab 
leaders from the Golan, at which 
be called for peace wife Israel. 

He said the- meeting in itself, 
and the fact that Syria's state-' 
controlled television broadcast it, 
“is a new phenomenon, .a good 
beghming. But it’s only tbebegm- 


Stmday, Itamar Rabino- 
vich, Israel’s chief negotiator wife 
Syria, said he was delivering “an 
attractive document” designed to 
push forward fee negotiations. 

No details of <fee document. 

(Co ntin u e d on page 5) 


Rabin begins visit to 
Germany seeking aid 


BONN (AP) — Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitrfiak Rabin arrived in 
Germany Monday to discuss eco- 
nomics and Middle East peace 
efforts, and officials said be 
would voice Israeli concern about 
recent rightist thuggery. 

The three-day visit began in 
Bonn, where Mr. Rabin was to 
meet with Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl, Defence Minister Volker 
Ruehe, Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel and Rita Suessmutb, 
speaker of the German parfia- 
ment. 

Mr. Rabin said the purpose of 
his visit was “to present Israeli 
policy, Israeli problems and to 
find ways to cooperate; especially 
in the economic sphere." 

But Israel’s ambassador to 
Germany, Binyamin Navon, told 
Israel Radio that Mr. Rahin also 
planned 10 raise the issue of 
rightist radical attacks on re- 
fugees and pause for a moment of 
silence at a vandalised Jewish 
monument in Berlin. 

. “Not that the de mon str a tions 
are directed at Jews, but hatred' 
of foreigners is a symptom of past 
memories,” Mr. Navon said. 
“When they attack and display 


viotehce towards foreigners, a 
Jew cannot be sitenL" 

Mr. Navon said Mr. Rabin 
would votce-concem about the 
attacks “as an Israeli, Jew and 
prime minister of the Jewish 
state.” 

Mr. Rabin is the first Israeli 
prime minister to visit Germany 
since its reunification nearly two 
years ago. When he travels to the 
rite of the Sachsenhauscn camp 
north of Berlin Wednesday, he 
wfii become the first Israeli prime 
minister to visit what was once 
c oimmmis t East Germany. 

Shlomo Aharonson, a Hebrew 
' University scholar of German 
affairs, stdd Mr. Rabin should go 
beyond the official niceties and 
the economic ifiscnssions and ask 
Europe fundamental questions 
about its future. 

■ “I would ask them — before 
they go into the Middle East with 
money and securing ofl fields and 
l all the other things that matter to 
them — I wouM ask them, what is 
.happening wife you? Where are 
you heading?” Mr. Ahatrouson 
said on Israel Radio 

(Cowtimrd eu page 5) 


French 

speaker 

indicted 


PARIS (AP) — The president of 
the National Assembly was in- 
dicted Monday for allegedly con- 
cealing knowledge of an illegal 
fund-raising scheme when he was 
Socialist Party treasurer. 

The indictment has been exr 
pected since fee newspaper Le 
Monde revealed in July that Hai- 
ry EmmanuelH, one of France’s 
four highest-ranking officials, bad 
been s u m mo ned by tire judge 
investigating a wide-ranging cam- 
paign financing scandal 
Mr. EmmanuelH was .charged 

in names by Judge Remind ran 
Ruymbeke wife complicity in and 
concealment of infiuence traffick- 
ing during has stint as the Social- 
ists' treas ur e r from 1988 to 1992, 
according to a defence lawyer, 
Patrick Maisonnenve. * 

Mr. Emmanuelli, 47, declined 
to comment when he emerged 
from the courthouse, but be was 
expected to hold a news confer- 
ence lata 1 . He previously has 
denounced fee teaks'ufefefa led to 
die July press reports, and fee 

(Confined on page 5) 





'WAY OF LIFE*: A Somali mother, with her two 

rhiMr w, huddled around her, moons the death of 
her soa In Bridoa, Somalia, before carting htan off 
hi a wheelbarrow for burial. Although food b now 


reachmg Baidoa, fiw quantity is insufficient and 
many are dying dally (see related storks below and 
inside) 


Arab League denounces Iran, 
urges U.N. to lift Libya ban 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The Arab 
League council Monday wrapped 
up a three-day meeting and pro- 
tested Iran's occupation of three 
islands h> the Gulf claimed by the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE). 

In its final resolution, the coun- 
cil also urged die United Nations 
to lift air, diplomatic and arms - 
sanctions imposed onLibya since 
April 15 for its refusal \q hand 
over two suspects in fee 1988 
blowing up of Pan Am 103 over 
Lockerbie, Scotland. 

All 21 members of fee Arab 
League were represented at fee 
biannual meeting of the ministe- 
rial council. But only 10 foreign 
ministers attended mid the rest 
were represented by ministers of 
state or permanent delegates. 

The league threw its support 
behind the UAE in its conflict 
wife Iran over the ownerbship of 
the islands of Abu Musa and fee 
Greater and Lesser Tonbs. 

“The council stands by fee 
United Arab Emirates in its 
steadfastness over its fuD stead- 
fastness over its frill sovereignty 
over die islands of Abn Musa and 
the Greater arid Lesser Tonbs, 
and it denounces Iran’s illegal 
occupation of these islands,” die 
final resolution said. 


It declared its support to “all 
measures taken by the UAE to 
emphasise its sovereignty over 
these islands.” 

On Thursday, Iran declared 
itself the sole owner of Abu 
Musa, a tiny but strategically 
located island In the Gulf. 

Iran- took control of half of the 
island in 1971 and then readied 
aq agreement wife the UAE Emi- 
rate of Sharjan on shared 
sovereignty. But during the same 
year, it invaded fee nearby Grea- 
ter and Lesser Tonbs after fee 
Emirate of Ras A1 Khahneh re- 
jected Tehran’s claim of 
sovereignty over them. 

Iran uses Abu Musa as a 
strategic military base overlook- 
ing the Straits of Hormuz, file 
sole gateway to the oil-rich Gulf. 

On Libya, the resolution said: 
“The council urges die (U.N) 
Security Conned to lift measures 
imposed on Libya which has de- 
clared its compliance wife U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 
731.” The resolution calk on 
Tripoli to cooperate in fee Pan* 
American probe as weO as an 
investigation over the 1989 explo- 
sion of a French’ airliner over 
Niger. 

On Israel, the council pledged 


to intensify its efforts to force the 
Jewish state to stop building set- 
tlements in the occupied Arab 
territories. 

It also reiterated its rejection of 
Israel’s 1981 “annexation” of the 
Golan Heights. 

It welcomed resumed Middle 
East peace talks, starting in 
Washington Monday, and called 
on Israel to withdraw from aU 
Arab lands occupied in die 1967 
war to achieve peace. 

The ministers agreed to launch 
a diplomatic drive to pot “the 
Arab point of view concerning 
Jerusalem and its future." 

On disarmament in the Middle 
East, the resolution said Arab 
League members “are ready to 
comply wife fee treaty on chemic- 
al non-proliferation... when 
Israel responds to international 
demands to join the treaty of 
nudear non-proliferation.” 

In a separate statement, the 
council pledged efforts to halt 
Jewish immigration to Israel, 
saying immigration encourages 
bmldmg settlements. 

The statement also called on 
the world community to urge 
Israel to lift a “full blockade” it 

(Continued on page 5) 


Regent: 
Islamic 
countries 
are’not a 
monolith 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, has expressed deep 
concern over human suffering 
caused by fee strife in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina and called for better 
understanding of the efiric of 
tolerance, pluralism and htunani- 
tarianism. 

In a letter published in the 
Washington Post of Sept. 9, fee 
Regent called for a response to 
the violations of human rights in 
the violent-torn region based on 
fee international principles laid 
down by the U.N. Commission 
on Homan Rights. 

Following is the text of the 
letter; 

The tragedy unfolding in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina is often por- 
trayed as a conflict of religion, or 
of race or of political ideology. 
However, it represents above all 
a disaster of enormous human 
dimensions and, as such, must be 
of the gravest concern to all 
humanitarians, irrespective of 
‘race or religion. Any war feat 
daily claims fee lives and homes 
of countless civilian noncomba- 
tants is surely unsup portable. 

In a conflict of soch complex 
dimensions, it would be facile to 
attempt to apportion blame. The 
most that can be said from the 
.outside is that the scale and fee 
intensity of the suffering involved 
pose 8 dear and direct challenge 
to the traditions of peaceful 
coexistence, tolerance and re- 
spect for human rights that dis- 
tinguish the European and Amer- 
ican d emo c racies. The sudden 
creation of two million refugees, 
homeless in Europe, is unthink- 
able, but the flagrant disregard of 
the humanitarian norms gov- 
erning warfare is aH the more so. 

The United Nations Commis- 
sions on Human Rights has pas- 
sed dear and firm resolutions to 
this effect and has, moreover, 
proposed remedies rooted in in- 
ternational humanitarian law. 
These resolutions can form the 
core of a collective response to 
the human tragedy in Bosnia. 
Concerned policy makers are well 
advised to consider and act upon 
them. These resolutions are in 


(Continued 
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Syria, Lebanon delay 
talks on troop pullout 


BEIRUT (R) — Syria and 
Lebanon have delayed talks 
on withdrawing Syrian troops 
from Beirut until after a new 
Lebanese government is 
formed next month, official 
sources said Monday. 

The sources said Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad 
and Lebanese President Elks 
Hrawi discussed a possible 
Syrian pullback 'from Beirut 
in general terms during talks 
Saturday and Sunday. 

‘‘Specifics and details have 
to wait until the formation of 
a new Lebanese government 
and meeting of the supreme 
council,” a Lebanese official 
source, who refused to be 
named, told Reuters. 

Mr. Hrawi and Assad 
agreed fee Lebanese-Syrian 
Supreme Council — the pres- 
idents, prime mi nis te rs, de- 
puty prime ministers and par- 
liament speakers- of both 
countries— would next meet 
after the new Lebanese 
cabinet is formed in October. 

“President Hrawi could 
not talk about the subject at 
length as the Washington 
(Middle East) peace talks re- 
quired a slowing down on this 
ipalter (o£ a withdrawal)/” 
‘fee* official source added 

The decision to delay fee 
negotiations until after a new 
cabinet is formed when Leba- 
non’s new parliament takes 
power on Oct 15 was a blow 
to Washington, which had 
been pressing hard for talks 
on a pullback to start this 
mouth. 


The U.S. State Depart- 
ment told Syria and Lebanon 
Friday they should decide im- 
mediately on a partial Syrian 
■withdrawal to eastern Leba- 
non’s Bekaa Valley and carry 
it out as soon as possible. 

U.S. diplomats had pushed 
for a Syrian troop withdrawal 
in line with a 1989 agreement 
known as'the Taif acrord and 
argued that the pall back 
should be completely sepa- 
rate from the Middle East 
peace talks, which resumed 
in Washington Monday. 

Syria, has some 35,000 
troops in two- thirds of Leba- 
non. A partial pullback to the 
Bekaa Valley is seen by most 
Western powers as a corner- 
stone of the country’s strug- 
gle to regain its sovereignty. 

Washington held that the 
Taif agreement,, which 
helped end Lebanon’s 15- 
year dv3 war in 1990, g 
Beirut and Damascus until 
Sept. 23 to agree on rede- 
ploying Syrian troops. 

But Damascus pom ted out 
in July that the pact men- 
tioned no specific date but 
spoke of a redeployment - 
from Beirut and nearby areas 
two years after a series of 
political reforms took effect. 

Damascus said some of (he 
reforms had yet to be im- 
plemented while W ashing ton 
argued that the most impor- 
tant measure — dividing par- 
liament equally between 
Christians and Muslims — 
was signed into law by Mr. 

(C onti nued ou page 5) 


Advance party of armed U.N. 
troops arrives in Mogadishu 


MOGADISHU (AP) — The first 
of 500 armed U.N. soldiers ar- 
rived in Mogadishu Monday to 
help prevent looting of food 
meant for up to two million starv- 
ing Somalis, officials said. 

TJ. Dowling, a U.S. embassy 
spokesman in neighbouring 
Kenya, said American military 
C-130 cargo planes delivered the 
first 63 Pakistanis and their 
equipment to the Somali capital. 

“We have confirmation by 
radio,” Mr. Dowling said. “They 
fed deliver.” 

Colonel Isoa D. Tikoca of Fiji, 
deputy commander of U.N. 
forces in Somalia, said the initial 
contingent would not be de- 
ployed until the remainder of the 
500-strong battalion is on fee 
ground. 

Once deployed, the troops’ 
primary objective win be to res- 
tore order at Mogadishu's port. 
Ten thousand tonnes of badly 
needed American sorghum has 
sat undelivered in a dockside 
warehouse for two weeks because 
a dan dispute has prevented aid 
workers from distributing it. 

A Turkish cargo ship carrying 
6,500 tonnes fo rice, beans and oil 
docked Sunday after standing 
offshore for 10 days because of 
insecurity at the port 

The U.N. Security Council has 
authorised sending 3,500 armed 
troops to Somalia, but only the 



the count 
general 
Aideed. 

Mohammad ■ Sahnoun, the 
U.N. special envoy to Somalia, 
has been negotiating wife Gen. 
Aideed and other dan warlords 
for weeks about deploying fee 


other additional 3,000. He has yet 
to gain their acceptance. ^ 

About 1,000 people marched 
past the U.N. compound' in 
southern Mogadishu Sunday, 
they carried placards denouncing 
armed intervention, but uiged 
more food aid. 

By some estimates, nearly half 
of fee more than 100,000 tonnes 
of food already shipped to Soma- 
lia this year has been stolen by 
armed gangs, some affiliated with 
clan militias. 

More than 100,000 people 
already have died from fee com- 
bined effects of war and drought. 
The U.N. estimates between 1.5 
and two million more are in 
imminent risk of dying of starva- 
tion. 

For the past several months, 
security at Mogadishu’s port has 
been in the hands of 900 armed 
civilian guards drawn from three 
different dans. 

However, aid workers say the 
port guards have become a force 
unto themselves, often refusing 
to permit fee nnlrmrlrng of food 
until their demands for food and 
money are met 

The port also has been raided 
frequently by heavily armed 
gangs, one of which recently used 
three tanks to force its way in. It 
got away with 300 tonnes of food. 

The port is considered crndaJ 
to the relief effort 

Although file United States 
and several other nations have 
mounted food airlifts to Somalia, 
their capacity is limited to about 
10 tonnes per plane. 

(Gonfemed oa page 5) 

hi Somalia’s war, surreal mixes 
with fee fragfc, page 2 
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Life appears normal in Shiite 
southern Iraq despite unrest 


By Victoria Graham 

Tbe Associated Press 

NAJAF— Eighteen months after 
the Iraqi army crushed a Shiite 
Muslim rebellion in the sooth, life 
appears normal in the Shiites’ two 
holiest dties. But battle scars 
remain and so do the soldiers. 

In Najaf, considered the Mecca 
for Shiites, and in Karbala, visit- 
ing foreign reporters saw where 
the army and rebels, backed by 
Iran-based dissidents, fought 
pitched battles in and around the 
mosques. 

The battles raged for two 
weeks following the March 3, 
1991, ceasefire in the Gulf war. 

Rebels made their last stand 
here about 180 kilometres south 
of Baghdad, and in Karbala, hop- 
ing in vain for support from the 
United States and its allies. 

(Deposition groups, in state- 
ments sent to die AP bureau in 
Nicosia, Cyprus, that Iraqi forces 
are still repressing the Shiites, 
with troops attacking rebels hid- 
ing in the marshes east of here. 

U.S. pilots patrolling an air 
exclusion zone imposed over the 
south below the 32nd Parallel on 
Aug. 27, have reported no 
major fighting over the last two 
weeks. 

Najaf is in the “no-fly" zone, 
Karbala, 100 kilometres south of 
Baghdad, is not. 

Journalists who were taken on 
a brief government-organised 
tour Sunday saw no signs of 
conflict, although the scars of the 
fierce fighting that took place last 
year remain. 

The reporters were not able to 
speak privately to anyone, but 
life appeared normal and markets 
were bustling. 


Women wearing black robes 
were shopping in the market 
adjacent to Najafs mosque, 
buying oppressively sweet per- 
fumes, trying on gold bangles and 
chattering over' frilled and se- 
quined wedding and party dres- 
ses. 

Soldiers of the elite Republican 
Guards, who were the main units 
which crushed the rebellion, and 
military police patrolled the mar- 
ket. 

Posters of President Saddam 
Hussein were pasted above the 
stores at four-metre intervals — 
lest anyone forget the outcome of 
the rebellion. 

Still, the devastation bespeaks 
a depth of resentment which the 
government now clearly is trying 
to soothe. 

Baghdad says Iranian infiltra- 
tors and saboteurs for the revolt, 
but acknowledges some local in- 
volvement 

The government says the only 
battle in the south now is one for 
hearts and minds. 

In Karbala, shattered, burned 
buildings still ring the neighbour- 
ing mosques of Hussein and 
Abbas, two of the Shiites’ major 
saints. 

The government has razed 
thousands of structures, shops 
and homes that abutted the mos- 
ques and has created a no-man’s 
land in areas where there was 
ferocious, door-to-door battles. 

Baghdad says the buildings 
were too heavily damaged to be 
rebuilt and says innocent families 
were given land elsewhere. 

Shiite opposition figures say 
the buildings were demolished as 
a form of collective punishment, 
a charge denied by Abbas mos- 
que administrator Sheikh Zuhair 
Mohammad Abbas. 


He said that “President Sad- 
- dam Hussein is generous and has 
opened a new chapter” in rela- 
tions with die Shiites. 

Every day, newspapers report 
how the Baghdad government is 
wooing southern sheikhs and im- 
proving public services and ame- 
nities in the previously neglected 
region. 

The media daily pronounces 
that there is no difference be- 
tween the Shiites, who comprise 
about SS per cent of Iraq’s 17 
million population, and the 
minority Sunni Muslims who 
dominate the government 

This warmth and attention, 
underway for some time, comes 
as the United States, Britain and 
France are enforcing the “no-fly” 
zone, which Baghdad sees as a 
violation' of its sovereignty. 

The government says the 
Shiites are well-treated and 
points to its good works. 

Reconstruction was nearly 
completed at the mosque of AH in 
Najaf and the Abbas and Hussein 
in Karbala. 

Imam Ali, cousin of the 
Prophet Mohammad, Islam’s 
founder, was the founder of the 
Shiite branch of Islam, which 
broke away from tbe mainstream 
Sunni sect in the 7th century. 
Abbas and Hussein were his sons. 

The gold-leaf facades are being 
repaired, the main gate of the 
Hussein Mosque has been com- 
pletely rebuilt and a museum m 
tbe Abbas Mosque shows where 
about 200 government officials 
and members of tbe ruling Baatfa 
Party were killed during the re- 
bellion. 

Some of them were hanged 
from ropes that still dangle from 
the ceding. 


U.S. pilots ready to plead for mercy 


ABOARD THE USS INDE- 
PENDENCE (R) — Many U.S. 
pilots patrolling the skies over 
southern Iraq leave their pistols 
behind and rely on written please 
for help from the local population 
in case they are forced to bale 
out. 

They do without tbe regulation 
pistols provided for self-defence 
and instead carry a friendship 
message in Arabic, Farsi (Infc* 
man), Turkish and English. u ._ 

All the reconnaisance and* 
fighter pilots aboard this aircraft- 
carrier carry die message durir - 
patrols enforcing the West's “no- 
fly” zone south of Iraq’s 32nd 
Parallel. 

Tbe message, emblazoned with 
a red, white and blue American 
flag, offers a reward to anyone on 


the ground who may help them. 

“I am an American and I do 
not speak your language. I will 
not harm you, I bear no malice 
towards your people,” it says. 

“My friend, please provide me 
with food, water, shelter, clo- 
thing and necessary medical 
attention ... you will be rewarded 
for assisting me.” 

It. is up to the pilots to deride 
whethen-to carry pistols. Many 
choose; not JtQ. Some cany money 
to buy tibfc sympathy of whomever 
they may meet 
“I don’t carry a weapon with 
me on flights,” Commander 
Craig Cuninghame, 38, from 
Jacksonville, Florida, said. 
“These pieces of paper could help 
you ... as survival gear.” - 
Commander Cuninghame and 


other F/A-18 pilots aboard the 
Independence say they have been 
carrying the friendship messages 
and Arabic phrase books ever 
since the patrols, known as “Op- 
eration Southern Watch” began 
on Aug. 27. 

The practice began during tbe 
time of flie Flying Tigers, a U.S. 
navy squadron which flew mis- 
sions over China in tbe 1930s. ... 

Basic survival gear is a must . 
biit chocolates ^nd extra water ‘ 
are; the most popular^ ^rspnal^ 
baggage. 

An official in Iraq's southern 
province of Basra said last week 
that western pilots patrolling the 
zone had nothing to fear if they 
were forced to bail out due to 
mechanical failure. 


Five* in Khoei succession race 


NAJAF, Iraq(R) — Five scho- 
lars are emeiging as possible suc- 
cessors to Grand Ayatollah Abol- 
qassetn A1 Khoei whose death 
last month deprived Shiite Mus- 
lims of their most prominent spir- 
itual guide. 

Haider Mohammad Hassan A1 
Khaidar, administrator of the bu- 
rial shrine of the Prophet 
Mohammad’s slain son-in-law 
AH, said it could take time before 
a successor emerged. 

But Sheikh Khi&dar, whose 
family have been administrators 
at the mosque for nine genera- 
tions, said Iraqi Mohammad 
Sadeq A1 Sadder from Najaf bad 
a good chance of becoming a 
“maija” (source of emulation). 

“The successor is not 
appointed. There is no election. 
The people choose who to follow 
based on his learning." be told 
visiting foreign journalists. 

“He will be the man with the 
most learning. The man who has 
written the greatest number of 
books and research pieces on 
theological questions,” he said. 

“I do not know exactly when 
this will happen, but many de- 
legations have ccfrne here and 
asked about it,” he added. 
“Many of the people follow 


Mohammad Sadeq A1 Sadder.” 

Shiites, who can foHoW diffe- 
rent marjas in performance of 
religious chores, have lost most of 
their best-known leaders in the 
past decade including Ayatollah 
Khoei and Ayatollah RuboHah 
Khomeini. 

One of tbe few surviving senior 
leaders is 92-year-old Iranian 
grand Ayatollah Mohammad 
Reza Golpayegani, who lives in 
the Iranian Holy Gty of Qom. 

Sheikh Khil idar and other cler- 
ics also mention Iranian-born 
scholar Abdul A’ala Sizawari as a 
potential marja. 

Most of the world’s one btlbon 
Muslims, including President 
Saddam Hussein and his family 
and associates, belong to the 
orthodox Sunni branch of Islam. 

Only about 10 per cent are' 
Shiites. 

Shiites believe that AK, slain in 
nearby Knfa by former suppor- 
ters, was tbe Prophet Moham- 
mad’s successor. 

Iran, with which Iraq was at 
war from 1980 to 1988, is tbe 
bastion of Shiism — which tends 
to associated with the poor and 
oppressed across the Middle 
East. 


Tbe bewly-indepeudent former 
Soviet republic of Azerbaijan is 
the only other predknmnaly Shiite 
state although more than GO per 
cent of Iraq’s 18 million people 
are Shiites. 

Najaf, spiritual focus of the 
ShHte faith for more than 1-.000 
years, is a traditional magnate for 
aspiring clergymen. 

Normally it is the junior clergy 
who first opt for a certain scholar 
and then advise the faithful to 
follow him as a. maija. 

Ayatollah Khoei, who is buried 
beneath chandeliers and ornate 
mirror-mosaics in a room off the 
courtyard of Najafs AH shrine 
left his native Iran for Iraq at the 
age of 13.- 

It took him half a century to 
rise through the ranks and be- 
come a top religious authority.. 

He bad by far the most follow- 
ers among the Shiites whose dona- 
tions enabled him to finance 
seminaries, charities and orphan- 
ages across the Islamic World. 

The other scholars named by 
Sheikh Khilidar were Iraqis 
Mohammad AH A1 Hammami, Hussein 
Bakr A1 Hoofann and Mohammad Taqi A1 
Hakim. Mr. Sizawari lives in 
Najaf. 


Tehran paper slams U.S. 
stance on Iran-China pact 


NICOSIA (AP) — “ An Iranian 
newspaper Monday criticised the 
United States for objecting to 
China's decision to sell Iran a 
nuclear reactor. 

The Tehran Times questioned 
whether Washington had a right 
“to issue warnings to nations over 
the conclusion of economic 
agreements” and said the objec- 
tions were meant to lay the 
groundwork for more American 
arms to Gulf Arab states. 

Last week, Tehran and Peking 
concluded an agreement for Chi- 
na to build a 300-megawatt power 
(riant in Iran, winch both said was 
for peaceful purpose only. 

The U.S. State Department 
said there were fears foe plant 
could be used to make nuclear 
weapons and called China’s move 
“highly imprudent” 

The English-language Tehran 
Daily “asked what international 
laws and regulations gave the 
XJ.S. the right to issue such warn- 
ings,” the official Islamic Repub; 
•lie News Agency (IRNA) re- 


nudear alms to an aggressive 
regime like Israel.” 

The Times said these repre- 
sented the “hypocritical aspect” 
of U.S.-expressed concern over 
arms proliferation in the region. 

“It is quite evident, of course, 
that America’s real motive in 
wanting China and launching a 
propaganda campaign over the 
conclusion of a scientific- 


tbe ground for sale of more 
weapons to foe fairly rich govern- 
ments of foe southern ‘Persian’ 
Gttif littoral states,” the news- 
paper said. 

Iran's, relations with its Arab 
neighbours unproved after its 
neutral stance in foe Gulf crisis 
caused by Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait 

However, recently it has been 
involved in a dispute over the 
strategic Gulf island of Abu 
Musa. On Thursday, Iran de- 
clared it was the role owner of the 
island, which is also 'claimed by. 
the Emirate of Sharjah across the 


PtMfeti. f • ..v ■■.r-'.;jGuIfia die United Arab Emirates-- 

The ■'S^etfCy, todffltored J m jMri (UAE)^.- &*mi 

Nicosia, said the paper pointed to The Gulf Cooperation Cooncfl 


die sale of U.S.-made weapons to 
Middle East countries, such as 
President George Bush's recent 
approval of 72 F-15s to Saucfi 
Arabia, or “providing the neces- 
sary means for die creation of 


— which groups Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, Oman 
and tbe UAE — expressed ex- 
treme concern over the Iranian 
move, called on Tehran to revise 
its stand. 


In Somalia’s war, the surreal mixes with the tragic 


By Greg Myre 

The Associated Press 

MOGADISHU — The young 
boy rides a donkey can, a 
grenade launcher at his side. 
On a nearby street, a drug- 
addled youth greets a friend by 
pointing a pistol in his face — 
then offering a warm hand- 
shake and a smile. 

Elsewhere, a half-pint teena- 
ger-on the back of a jeep tries 
to strike a tough-guy pose be-» 
hind his mounted machine 
gun. He fails, possibly because 
he’s wearing brown plaid pants 
and a clashing trine plaid shirt. 
It’s a military fashion risk that 
doesn’t work. 

In Somalia, war, famine and 
anarchy have combined to cre- 
ate an atmosphere that is both 
tragic and surreal. 

No longer a country, Soma- 
lia is a bizarre sociological ex- 
periment in what happens 
when you give teenager' ju:.. 
dings, stolen cars and no cur- 
few. 

You can tell Somalia is out 
of joint even before you arrive. 
On flights into the country, 
pilots sometimes tell passen- 


gers — after takeoff — that 
they don’t know where they 
are going to land. 

Flights are sometimes di- 
verted at the last minute due to 
gun battles on the tarmac at 
the main airport in Mogadishu, 
the capital. It’s been dosed 
twice in the last week due to 
tarmac shooting that claimed 
three lives. 

It’s considered much safer to 
fly into a gravel airstrip outside 
the capital controlled by drug 
dealers importing khat, a mild- 
ly narcotic twing and leaf 
grown m Kenya arid known as 
“Soman whiskey.” 

Khat, which was legal before 
Somalia disintegrated, is the 
one industry that has hummed 
along uninterrupted by the sur- 
round »ng chaos. 

A squadron of six or more 
chartered khat planes touches 
a — rp at 9 : 30 sharp every 
■ <^eeted by hundreds 
or iMjyeis and sellers. You can 
tell business is good. The mer- 
chants are among the few over- 
weight people in Somalia. 

Despite foe famine and col- 
lapsed economy, virtually all 


Somali men find foe means to 
buy a daily bundle of khat. Its 
effects can be measured by the 
behaviour of tbe young gun- 
men who man the countless 
roadblocks in Mogadishu. 

Friendly, smiling and 
prompt in the morning, they 
are surly, snarling and 
eyed by late afternoon. 

Bashir, a devoted khat 
chewer who was driving jour- 
nalists around one day, sud- 
denly stopped on a barren 
patch of road and said he 
needed to stretch his stiff 
shoulder. 

He got out, flapped his arras 
as if be were a giant stork, then 
pulled out his pistol and fired 
three rounds randomly into the 
bushes, startling several people 
washing at a nearby watering 
hole. Then he got back in foe 
vehicle and popped ' another 
stick of khat in his mouth. 

To travel anywhere, aid 
agencies and journalists must 
toe foe gunmen and their 
four-wheel-drive vehicles, 
most of which are stolen.JTbe 
gunmen and their cars' are 
politely called “technicals”. 


Somalia’s contribution to the 
euphemisms of war. 

A “technical” car costs any- 
where from $50 to $200 daily, 
depending- on one’s needs. 
Horsepower counts, though 
not as much as firepower. 

A mounted machine gun is 
at least $50 extra per day. But 
it also gives you the automatic 
right-of-way at intersections. 

Abdi AH Egalle, a 22-year- 
old who was a university stu- 
dent before tbe war, succinctly 
explained why he got a weapon 
and became a “technical”. 

“In Mogadishu, you are not 
a man without a gun,” said 
egalle. 

While Somalia starves, 
10,000 tonnes of sorghum has 
been sitting in the warehouse 
at Mogadishu’s port for two 
weeks because aid agencies are 
looted every time they try to 
move it out to feeding centres. 

Offshore, a ship with 6,500 
tonnes of rice and beans has 
been anchored for days wafting 
for a semblance of order in the 
port before docking. 

Somalia is tragedy and suf- 
fering. Rut it’s tragedy with a 


mean streak. 

The two leading warlords 
signed a ceasefire in March, 
dividing Mogadishu into north 
and sooth after their forces had 
reduced most of tbe capital to 
rubble. 

But gunfire still rings out 
night ana day and is treated as 
mindless background noise by 
anyone who has been m Moga- 
dishu Jfbr more than a day. 

How low have Somalia's 
warlords sank? 

One armed faction has repe- 
atedly threatened to kill a 
woman known as the “Mother 
Teresa of Somalia” — 
Arnialena Tonefli, an Italian 
woman who has spent 23 years 
for sick and destitute 


The group demanded she 
hand over an old Catholic mis-, 
sion station she bad turned into 
a hospital, one of several char^ 
itable operations she nuts in 
the Indian Ocean town of Mer- 
ca. 

Jired of defying death 
threats, she and the patients 
moved out of the hospital last 
Week. 


Cyprus rejects 
allegations of 
Serbian scam 

NICOSIA (R) — Cyprus denied 
Monday that Serbian offshore 
companies were using the 
Mediterranean island for multi- 
millioa dollar operations to sneak 
“past United Nations sanctions. 

“We categorically deny this. 
It’s not foe first time we’ve been 
accused of fofc. If they have 
evidence that we don’t have then 
they should bring it before us,” 
government spokesman Airis 
Fantis said. 

“I have nothing more to say. 
The (central bank) governor has 
challenged any reporter who has 
evidence to make it public," be 
added. 

Central Bank Governor Afxen- 
tis Attention denied Saturday a 
report in Britain's Guardian 
newspaper quoting unidentified 
senior bankets and diplomats in 
Nicosia and Belgrade as saying a 
secret sanctions-busting trade 
.worth $10 million, a twedewasrun 


Mr; A^rith)4,;caUedlfoe 
charges an: “outrageous lie”, but 


violations by offshore companies 
involving third countries would 
be hard to trace. 

A U-N. trade emb ar go was 
damped on Serbia and Mon- 
tenegro, the two remaining re- 
publics in Yugoslavia, in May for 
their role in a Serb minority 
revolt against Bosnia- 
Herzegovina's secession from the 
federation. 


According to dm newspaper 
report, offshore companies con- 
trolled by Serbia and protected 
by Cyprus’ “secretive banking 
laws” ship goods such as lorries 
and possibly oil to countries 
neighbouring Serbia from which 
they can enter tbe banned repub- 
lic. 

A senior central bank officer 
said Cyprai in general followed tbe 
same banking confidentiality 
rules as Britain. He said.he would 
not call them. “secretive.” 

“If there is a court warrant, for 
example, we overstep these roles. 
All offshore companies are -reg- 
istered through the island’s offi- 
cial registrar’s office,” he said. 

He estimated that about 500 
Yugoslav companies were reg- 
istered in Cyprus. 

A senior Western banker said 
the number of offshore com- 
panies registered in Cyprus had 
crown in the past couple of years 
but that coukfbe attributed to the 
fibeuiutioa of former, communist 
Europe. 

A Western diplomat in Nicosia 
who asked not to be identified 
said: “It wouldn’t be at all sur- 
prising if violation of U.N. sanc- 
tions was taking place through 
Cyprus.” 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Leader of Jewish terror group set free 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel has released the ringleader of a fcwfel 
terror group who was jailed for trying, tobtowupowerf atoms 
holiest shrines, foe prison authority said Sunday. Shnnon BmfoL 
32, was released a year ahead of schedule, even though he lost his 
reduction for good behaviour in 1988 when he broke wat of P"*” 1 - 

-» and two accomplices were caught in January 1984 hauling 13 

kilogrammes of TNT and 15 hand grenades to foe Donrc ofthe 
Rock. A parole board recommended last month that be be freed, 
bat was ordered by tbe high court of justice to reconsider after the 
attorney general said Barda was still a public menace. I^tweek 
foe parole committee gave tbe attorney general until Friday to 
oppose Baida's release, and then ordered him released, said D abt 
Ben-Ami, a prison authority spokesman. Barda was freed on 
Friday, he said. Ben-Ami said he could not elaborate, tbe parole 
board did not explain its decision, and Barda could not be reached 
for comment. Barda escaped in mid-1988 and remained at large 
until September 1989 by disguising himself as an ultra-reKgious 
Jew. While at large, he stole weapons from the army including 
shoulder-held bazookas for a second attempt at Mowing up the 
Dome of the Rock. 


Group seeks ‘more Islamic 1 Kuwait 

KUWAIT (R) — A leading opposition group contesting Oct. 5 
elections aims to make Kuwait’s constitution more Islamic, a 
spokesman was quoted as saying on Monday. “What we need is to 
amend article two to make laws in this country more Islamic,” Issa 
A1 Shahin, spokesman of foe Islamic Constitutional Movement 
(ICM), told foe English -language Arab Times in an interview. 
“Our constitution is basically unidarajeand so are our tows. We are 
mainly calling for a constitutional guarantee to enable the National 
Assembly to change unlslamic laws by making them Islamic,” Mr. 
Shahin , a former member of parliament, said. Article Two of 
Kuwait’s constitution says Islam is a main source of legislation. 
What Islamists have been Hying to amend is to make tbe article 
read “Islam is the source of legislation,” the Arab Times reported. 
Mr. Shahin said the ICM had officially fielded five candidates in 
tbe forthcoming National Assembly elections, but it was also 
supporting another 18 candidates in various constitseaces. Tbe 
ICM and the Democratic Forum, fielding eight candidates, are the 
biggest single groupings contesting tbe election. The government’s 
opponents indude an array of merchants, Arab nationalists, 
fundamentalists and independents who say they want greater 
pluralism within foe government A total of 303 candidates have 
registered to contest 50 seats in Kuwait’s all-male National 
Assembly elections. 

Fundamentalists sweep Egyptian syndicate vote 

CAIRO (AP) — Muslim fundamentalists won a majority in 
weekend elections for officers of the Egyptian lawyers’ syndicate, 
according to final results published Monday. All 14 fundamentalist 
candidates won places on the syndicate’s 24-seat council. Ahmad 
A1 Khawaga, a moderate, was elected chairman for a fifth 
consecutive term. The syndicate is tbe equivalent of a national bar 
association. Lawyers must be members to practice in Egypt. It is 
supposed to regulate foe profession and protect the interests of 
Egyptian attorneys. Tbe strong showing by Muslim fundamental- 
ists will have no affect on national policy. Egypt’s political system is 
influenced heavily by tbe president, currently Hosni Mubarak, and 
his agents keep a tight rein on potentially troublesome professional 
associations. But the fundamentalist candidates’ victory is a 
measure of the movement’s strength in the society. Some of the 14 
are members of the banned but. tolerated Muslim Brotherhood. 
Others belong to the extremist Gamaa Islamiya (Muslim Group), 
which has been implicated in dozens of acts of violence this year 
against Christian -copts, police and secular writers. Muslim fun- 
damentalists, barred from forming political parties, already domin- 
ate foe professional syndicates of engineers, doctors and pharma- 
cists. Fundamentalist lawyers boycotted the tost election in their 
syndicate to protest some of the offered candidates. During the 
just-completed campaign, female lawyers decried a demand by a 
Muslim fundamentalist candidate that unveiled women be barred 
from courtrooms and foe downtown syndicate headquarters. 

Boat with Iraqis sinks in Greece 

ATHENS (R) — A Turkish boat carrying illegal Iraqi refugees 
overturned in Greek waters Monday and 29 people were massing, 
foe coastguard said. They said the boat overturned off foe Aegean 
island of Chios near the Turkish coast. Seven women and five 
children were among the missing. Coastguard vessels and an army 
helicopter were searching the area for survivors. 
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Finu pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy ...778336 

A1 Asana pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy ....... 623672 

A1 Salam pharmacy ............... 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shiwdswi pharmacy 637660 

rani: 

Dr. Ahmad Bishtawi ■■■■■(— ) 

-ALSbaraa' pharmacy (275825) 

ZAEQAr 

Dr. Naah’al Anmiari ( — ) 


Food Control Centre 637111 
CM1 Defence Department- — 661111 
OvO Defence Immcdtete 

Rescue 630341 

OvO Defence Emergency -199 

Rescue Pofice ....192,621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank.-. 775121 

Highway Police ................... 843402 

Traffic Pofice 896390 

Pnbfc Scanty Depaimm — — — OC321 

HotdCmqiiuitt — ........ 605800 

Price CompWntt 661176 

Water and Sewe ra g e 

Complaints 897467 

Amman MunidpaBty 

Comptamta...^.^.. 787111 

T e l eph one Information 

(directory wpftaooe) 121 

Overseas Cals - 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Remain — 623101 

AbduTdcpbooeRepun ...» 661101 
Jordan Television ' 773111 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hnaacte Mwficai Centre — 

KbaSdi Maternity, J. Aon , 
Akfleh Maternity. J. Amn.. 
Jhbd Amman Maternity 

M s ftM .J. Amman - 

Palestine, Shmefead 

Sbmdnd Hospital 

University Hospital 

Al-Mwher" 

Tbe Islamic,. „ 
Al-AULAbdaB 


RaBan, AJ-Mntefrcen . 
Al-Bashk, J. Aafanfiefa 
Army, Marks 


OoeeuAfeHoapital 

Amd Hospital 

ZABQAs 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 


.813813/32 
» 644281/6 

- 642441/2 

- 642362 
636140 

- 664171/4 

669131 
— 845845 
~ 667227/9 
.666127/37 

- 664164/6 

- 777101/3 

. 775111/26 
.891611/15 
.60224030 
674155 


QUEEN AUA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

Tba hthnnatkx h KnppOcd by ftonl 

JortMm (RJ) b rk na at ioa deport- 
meat at dm Once a ASa ht e rao So oM 
Airport TeL (OS)S3300J, where it 
thoold a/mays be rertSed. 



Rnal Jordanian (RJ) Rlghte 
(Terminal 1) 

.Jakarta, Kaiia Lamps! 


Paris, Brands! 

— — — Geneva, Madrid I. 

Frankfort | 

— Cairo j 
London! 
■Jeddah/ 


mm. 


Abe Dhabi/ 



Doha, Bahrain 

Aden/ 
Laraaca/ 
— Aha Dhabi, D«M/ 

KnataLnavor, Singapore | 


PtKe " J* ef ** 

Apple(icd) 700/600 

Banana 500/450 

Banana (Mukammar) 450/400 

Bara .... 400/330 

120/80 

Carrot 420/360 

Guififkiwci 2601 200 

^anabmarngfi) 150/100 

CteambcnfonaB) 300/250 

70/30 

, 600 / 500 

I«non 240/180 

Marrow (targe) 180/120 

Manow(snall) 380/320 

170/120 

4) 180/120 

(sweet) 150/100 

_ 340/250 

Tpmao 9W50 

R| «... 360/300 

Gnaw. 460/400 

Mack Grape* — 300/250 

Green Grapes ... 300/250 


l 
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Hindawi to head delegation 
to education conference 


AMMAN" (^etra) — Jordan is 
taking part in the 43rd Interna- 
tional Education Conference, 
which will be organised by the 
United Nations -Educational, Sci- 
entific and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO) in Geneva this week. 

One-hundred and thirty-six 
countries wiU be represented at 
the meeting by ministers re- 
sponsible for education, including 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Education Tbouqan 
Hindawi will head Jordan’s de- 
legation and deliver its address to 
the conference'. 

The participants are expected 
to discuss a number of working 
papers dealing with education, 
culture,, development and 
strategies and executive program- 
mes in the 1990s, as well as plans 
to eradicate illiteracy and spread 
basic education in their countries. 

In the six-day conference, the 
delegates will also discuss the role 
of education and culture in de- 
velopment and tnteraoioQ- be- 
tween schools and local com- 
munities. 

Jordan's delegation to the con- 
ference is expected to submit a 
working paper summing up a 




Tbouqan Hindawi 

national report on educational 
development in the Kingdom. 

Jordan is also expected to take 
part in a series of meetings run- 
ning parallel to the conference to 
discuss strategies for internation- 
al education conferences. 

The parallel meetings are orga- 
nised by the UNESCO Education 
Council, of which Jordan is a 
member state. 

Accompanying Mr. Hindawi to 
the conference are four senior 
Ministry of Education Officials. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Government announces construction tenders 

AMMAN (Petra) — - The government has floated tenders worth 
JD 115 million, including JD 40 million for the construction 'of 
schools, JD 33 million for the construction of roads and JD 17 
million- for water and sewerage projects, according to Director 
General of the Government Tenders Department Bashir A1 
Jaghbeer. Mr. Jaghbeer said that 65 per cent of the projects were 
financed by the Treasury, wide 26 per cent were financed through 
loans. He said the public sector will float tenders worth JD 82 
million, including JD 53 million for water and irrigation projects, 
before the end of the year. 

Eight people killed, 242 injured in car accidents this week 

AMMAN (Petra) — Eight persons were killed and 242 others 
injured in 396 road accidents that occurred in the first week of 
’September, according to a statistical bulletin issued by the Traffic 
Department Saturday. Nearly one third of the injured were below 

10 years of age, said the statement. It said most of the accidents 
resulted from speeding and other violations of traffic regulations. 
The statement said this week's accidents caused 60 per cent more 
injuries than those of the previous week. 

Minister opens art exhibition 

*** dfcYfillft MjsgisterJSeleb. . 

Irsheiaat, a jpmt exhibition by Jhjg ;i Jr$qi.artists Bahijah A1 Halrim,. 
and. S^jida; Al.M^liaikhy Will . te-.beid~al^,Afe,-Art I ', Gallery - 
Thursday Sept. .17. The exhibition inclnde&^O.platep, tnchiding 30 .. 

011 A1 tnw- :,.i si Sasuc .irtiaw.il 


Money-exchangers to resume 
operations after 3 -year hiatus 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Dozens of appli- 
cants are anxiously awaiting the 
issuance of licences for money- 
exchanging operations after the 
recent enactment of a law dcared 
the wajr for non-commeicial 
banking institutions to engage in 
the foreign exchange trade." 

In fact, some downtown estab- 
lishments, which were closed 
down in the 1989 crackdown on 
money-exchangers, have already 
opened their doors and are doing 
discreet business, while waiting 
for the Central Bank of Jordan 
(GBJ) to issue licences in .re- 
sponse to their applications. 

The CBJ, which has received 
about 300 applications since a 
new law on money-changers was 
approved by Parliament and 
enacted by a Royal Decree, ab- 
out three months ago, is expected 
to issue the first licences soon. 

According to officials, the 
licencing process involves an ini- 
tial approval allowing the appli- 
cants to start, operations , after 
fulfilling certain conditions pend- 


ing the complete registration pro- 
cess. 

Officials confirmed - that the 
Council of Ministers has 
approved a set of licensing foes 
and related charges for the diffe- 
rent categories of money- 
changing operations and cleared 
the last hurdle in issuing permits. 

Authorities dosed down the 
7&-phis money-exchangers in Jor- 
dan m February 1989, except 
those owned by commercial 
banks, and revoked their licences 
after accusing them of undermin- 
ing the economy by speculation in 
the dinar and illegal transfers erf 
fends abroad. Subsequently, all 
the companies were liquidated. 

The CBJ has adopted a thor- 
ough screening process of all new 
applications and will give priority 
to “experienced” dealers among 
those dosed down in the 1989 
crackdown. 

. Capital requirements and pre- 
requisites of. guarantees and 
undertakings have been incorpo- 
rated into the law to encourage 
fee formation of larger companies 
jwife high liquidity rather than 
small-time one-table operators. 

“I have been -wring for three 


Decision to destroy produce shouldn’t be 
‘blown out of proportion’ — minis ter 


By Laney Salisbury 

Special to the Jordan Times .. 

AMMAN — Agriculture Minis- 
ter Fayez Khasawneh "said Mon- 
day that produce grown in areas 
irrigated with contaminated wa- 
ter from Khirbet A1 Samra is 
about 1.5 per cent of Jordan's 
total production and the 
Cabinet’s decision to destroy it 
should not be “blown out of 
proportion.” 

Mr. Khasawneh stressed that 
more than 98 per cent of Jorda- 
nian agricultural produce is irri- 
gated “mostly (by) dean water 
water dean as drinking water, 
from artesian wells in southern 
Amman, Azraq and Mafraq.” 

But, the minister said, produce 
of Khirbet A1 Samra still poses “a 
health hazard to our people,” 
which led to last Saturday’s 
Cabinet decision to advise far- 
'■mers in, the -area. to .destroy their 
produce and switch touphntiog 
’fefc 'equally^ -profitable- fiW and 
forest' trees - ' anti" animat 1 dodder. ■: 
** ftl^riecigroiflr was »■ eft a de* q fc pon 
the recommendation of a Council 
of Ministers headed by Mr. "Kha- 


sawneh, when dose monitoring 
of the 30 to 35-mflItan-cubio- 
metre-capadty-recycling plant 
near Zarqa, revealed that water ' 
processed there was contamin- 
ated. 

Mir. Khasawneh said fee latest 
“unforeseen” population influx 
to Amman, following the Gulf 
crisis, put an extra burden on the 
plant. 

“This influx and the booed in 
construction had overloaded the 
system,” be said. 

The Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation and fee United States 
Agency for International De- 
velopment (USAID) are working 
on plans to expand fee plant, 
which, Mr. Khasaw neb said, has 
been monitored for fee past 10 
years. 

The minis ter said the first step 
to take is to by down the legal 


basis for any action that mil 
follow and then define the area 
possibly contaminated with col- 
iform, a biological bacteria. 

Depending on colifovm bacter- 
ia co un t s , based on international 
standards, some formers in the 
region may only be allowed to 
grow trees or vegetables that are 
eaten only when cooked. Others 
may grow any land of produce. 

“Water from A1 Samra is 
secondary treatment sewage wa- 
ter, which according to World 
Health Organisation and Food 
and Agricultural Organisation 
standards, can only be used to 
irrigate” certain crops, he said, 
adding, “we don’t know how 
many (formers) are complying.” 

He added that once answers 
are found, civic a uthori t ie s and 
regional governors will supervise 
crop substitutions. 


T.v^boclstiiffsdestroyed for heanhxeasohs 

■ r J «rf'ircraie'7.' ■■»>*•: -*■- — ■ ■ - -ivv- A 

['^JZARQA?^etra) -^?The Health D ep artme n t in Zarqa Monday 
- j.^dfestiuyed three tonnes of fooctotiffe-beqanseoCtfamE unfitness, ftn - 
. human consumption. The department also destroyed 100 cartons 
of juice for the same reasons. 


Jordan links success of water 
talks to progress to bilaterals 


years doing almost nothing,” said 
a downtown money-exchanger 
this week as he dusted his coun- 
ters and fitted new paper rolls to 
his calculating machines. 

“I know no other trade than 
changing money,” he added, ex- 
plaining that be and three others 
had filed an application for a new 
licence. 

Under the new regulations, ex- 
change firms can accept and issue 
transfers abroad withm fee limits 
■imposed by the CBJ in addition 
to buying and selling foreign cur- 
rency. They can also accept and 
issue foreign cheques, but they 
are strictly banned from accept- 
ing deposits from the public. 

The operating limitations of 
the new licences wiD be deter- 
mined by the capital, die mini- 
mum of which k set at JD100,000 
for operators near- Jordan's land 
borders. 

A fnll-fledged exchange house 
with permissions for all kinds of 
operations should have a capital 
of JD1 nriffion; 30 per cent of the 
capital would be with the Central 
Bank, either in the form of bank 
guarantees or coramerdal bank 
deposits. 


WASHINGTON (Petra) — 
Head of Jordan’s delegation to a 
meeting by the working group on 
water within the multilateral 
phase of the Middle East peace 
talks said Monday that the suc- 
cess of the group’s meeting is 
linked to progress at the bilateral 
talks, now going on in Washing- 
ton. 


na, Austria, Russia, the Euro- ter resources we hope to raise the 
pean Community and the United standard of living for the people 
StateswfllbeTeviewed.Dr.Had- through linking water resources 
dadm added. He said the working development and regional coop- 
papers are expected to focus on eration to socio-economic de- 
regional cooperation in water- vetopment,” said Dr. Haddadin. 
related matters and the exchange He said the working group on 
of expertise in water resources water was expected at a later 


development. . 

Referring to the contents of the 


stage to be linked with the work- 
ing group on economic develop- 


“Nevertheless, Jordan does not H^rfarHn mcnt with the aim of yielding a 

TOli out consideration of ideas SSaSJEaJ :_ d ? J '"compassing eeo- 


presented by the participants in 
the meeting for studying then- 
feasibility, in die event peace has 
been achieved in the region,? 
said Dr. Mnnther Haddadin. 

Jordan will contribute to the 
group's work through adopting a 
new water project financed by 
international financiers, or pro- 
jects wife international finance, 
that have been already approved 
by the Kingdom, Dr. Haddadin 
said one day before the start of 
tiie meetings. 

During fee two-day parley in 
which 38 countries will partici- 
pate, several working papers on 
the Middle East water situation 
submitted by Jordan, Israel, Chi- 


said that his delegation will sub- nomic md water 1 ^j rces de- 
mil a detailed paper summing up velopment projects. 


the water situation, inducting 
amounts of rainfall, underground 
and surface water resources, the 


Dr. Haddadin dismissed re- 
ports about a separate Jordanian- 


weather in Jordan and other re- Israeli discussion on water as 
levant matters as well as concepts “mere hallucinations and - spe- 
about mc-ao* of increasing the culations." 

Kingdom’s water resources . He said that “the road for 
through regional cooperation. attaining agreements on water is 

_ long and arduous.” 
we have dear objective about 

water once peace in the region is The working group on water 


achieved through the bilateral first met in Vienna, Austria, last 
talks, said Dr. Haddadin. He said May with fee participation of the 
that Jordan believes regional following Arab countries: Jordan 
cooperation can help each coun- Palestine, Yemen, Egypt, Tuni- 
try 'tackle problems related to sia, Mauritania, Morocco, Al$er- 
scardty of water resources. ia and the Gulf Cooperation 


submitted by Jordan, Israel, CM- “By trying to increase our wa- Council countries. 


Drug shortage to end soon Ministry 

AMMAN (Petra) — Health medicines, fee minister said. J 

Minister Aref Bataineh said In addition. Dr. Bataineh said, l)OHOU]*S 
Monday that there has lately the continued foreign naval in- W a 

been some shortages in a number spcction of ships at the Red Sea- 
of types of medicines but a ship- and the Gulf of Aqaba has de- olTltS lo 


AMMAN (Petra) — Health 
Minister Aref Bataineh said 
Monday that there has lately 
been some shortages in a number 
of types of medicines but a ship- 
ment of medicines has just ar- 
rived and the problem will soon 
be solved. 

The shortages in supplies at the 
Health Ministry’s warehouses can 
be attributed to population 
growth and fee increased number 
of patients seeking treatment at 
health centres and hospitals and 
delay in the tenders for importing 


medicines, fee minister said. 

In addition. Dr. Bataineh said, 
the continued foreign naval in- 
spection of ships at the Red Sea- 
and the Gulf of Aqaba has de- 
layed the arrival of several ship- 
ments of medicine. 

Minister of Finance Basel Jar- 
daneh has already issued instruc- 
tions to the concerned authorities 
to speed up procedures concern- 
ing the importation of badly 
needed medicine, according to 
Dr. Bataineh. 


Belgian, Syrian and Libyan 
delegations to visit Jordan 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Belgian 
parliamentary delegation is due 
here Tuesday on a four-day-visit 
to Jordan during which it will 
hold meetings wife the Speakers 
of fee Upper and Lower Houses 
of Parliament as weD as the 
Ministers of Foreign Affairs and 
Planning. 

The talks will cover Belgian- 
Jordanian , cooperation in par- 
liamentary relations and other 
fidds.j "^ ' • 

Syrian and Libyan delegations 
wifl&Bo visit tfaeeohntxy mi Sept. 
21. The Libyan delegation will, 
discuss economic cooperation 


with Jordan and will tour a num- 
ber of Industrial centres officials 
said. 

The Syrian delegations, led by 
Minister of Communications 
Mohammad Martini will hold 
talks with Minister of Post and 
Communications Jamal Saraireh 
on means of promoting com- 
munications services between 
Jordan and Syria. 

During the several-day-visit, 
tire Syrian minister is expected to - 
sign an agreement related to the 
national telecommunications 1 
linkage between Damascus and 
Amman. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Culture Mahmoud A! Ssmrah 
Monday honoured Jordanian 
artists who won awards at the 
Cairo International Theatre Fes- 
tival. 

Jordanian actress, Kifah 
Salameh, who starred in the play 
“the Rebel and the Clown," won 
an award as the best actress in the 
festival, in which 32 Arab and 
foreign countries participated. 

Addressing the artists, the 
minister said that the success of 
fee Jordanian theatrical work 
places Jordan at the same level 
with countries that have long 
experience in theatre perform- 
ance. “The award of the best 
actresses offered to Ms. Salameh 
is a source of pride for all Jorda- 
nians,” the minister said. 

Dr. Samra, who has just re- 
turned from a visit to China, 
announced in an earlier state- 
ment that his mnristry was build- 
ing a national library at tire cost 
of $6 million. The project will be 
financed through a loan from 
China and two Chinese delega- 
tions win be visiting Jordan in 
October and November to discuss 
technical matters related to it. 





. v-ask > v 

mm : m 

w 


With Great Pleasure 

UNITED SATELLITES CO. 



Jt*'A 

■ . i 

i r * 

i 

i 


•a 

mm 

& 

m 

Ji 

# 


/ 






■liiiiJ 


















1 








■ ' 

*r’% 









ANNOUNCES THE OPENING OF ITS 
NEW OFFICES AND ITS SPECTACULARLY 
EQUIPPED SATELLITE SHOW ROOM 

You are Invited to watch the world through the 
latest in the state of the art American Satellite 
Reception Equipment at the specialy equipped 
Satellite Show Room where UNISAT has installed a 
number of advanced Satellite Stations of various 
sizes and capabilities. 
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AUTHORISED DISTRIBUTORS JORDAN - SYRIA - YEMEN 




The World at YourMgertips 



^INTERNATIONAL 
ELECTRONIC WIRE 
& CABLE CO. 



Califomia^n Amplifier 


SATELLITE LNB'S 


UNITED SATELLITES CO. 

SHMETSANI - AL - HAMRA ST., TEL . 683193 / 683194 
FAX 683211, P.O.BOX 2934 , AMMAN JORDAN 
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Picnic in hazardous way 


JORDAN’S MATERIAL progress has started to take 
its tofl on our lives. The decision by the government 
Saturday to strictly enforce rales and regulations 
concerning agricultural produce along the Zarqa 
River basin was a serious step and long overdue. Jnst 
30 years ago the Zarqa River basin, extending about 
40 kilometres from downtown Amman all the way to 
the Jordan Valley, was a lush garden of fruits and 
vegetables, as well as a beautiful and dean picnic area. 

That piece of territory, described by a 19th century 
traveller as a garden of Eden, has unfortunately bean 
transformed not only into an industrial basin hot has 
become a dangerous area for agriculture as well. 

The river basin is being used as a dumping ground 
for all sorts of industrial waste, mainly emanating 
from a two-dozen factories on its hanks . Until a few 
years ago Amman’s sewage was dumped into the valley 
before it was moved to the Khirbet Al Samra sewage 
treatment plant. The efficiency of that plant has been 
questioned quite often and rightly so. 

Three years ago the authorities took a decision to 
dose down the factories along the river banks, bat 
backed down on their decision only 48 hoars later. 
Farmers on the highlands of Zarqa were complaining 
of sewage from the treatment plant seeping through 
the sofl and polluting underground water. - 

Notwithstanding the latest government decision, 
many questions still remain about the health hazards 
posed by the wrong use of nature. What about the 
Khirbet Al Samra water and waste from factories still 
reaching the King Talal Dam?- Is agricultural produce 
irrigated beyond the dam still safe? How about 
pollution in the Jordan Valley created by excessive use 
of insecticides, pesticides and hormones? What about 
the water we chink? How dean is it, and how safe? 
These and many other questions need not to- be 
answered and addressed. Piecemeal treatment of 
. health hazards to our people and children only when 
they surface is an indiration of both incompetence and 
disregard to citizens’ lives. 

It is high thee that all the concerned authorities — 
government, municipalities, institutions — and all 
non-government organisations pool their resources 
- together, study the issue seriously and come out with 
. proposals for urgent solutions an d implement them 
right away. The people’s deputies in parliament also 
should take a break from their daily political squab- 
tries and pay fuD attention to an issue so vital for the 
well-being of Jor danians 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Kbouri 


Once again, with a bit more clarity . - - 


AL DUSTOUR daily Monday commented on tbe resumption of 
die peace talks in Washington and said that the truth about the 
Israeli government position with regard to a lasting settlement 
with the Arab states mil be known in the coming days. The paper 
said that in the past weeks the Israelis had been issuing statements 
considered as baloon tests about possible withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights. These tests aimed at two things: confusing tbe 
; Arab parties, making it look like Israel and Syria are going along 
' a separate peace course and, second, testing tbe real attitudes of 
the Jewish extremists who had set up their homes and settlements 
:on the occupied Golan Heights, the paper said. With the start of 
the negotiations, the Arabs will be in a position to know more 
-facts about tbe Israeli position from Israel’s negotiators who are 
returning to the negotiating table from consultations at home, 
added tbe daily. It said that the Israeli leaders have been using 
one political manoeuvre after another and trying to mislead the 
Arabs and the world public opinion at large about tbeir real 
intentions and about their designs. The paper said that the Arab 
foreign ministers who recently met in Damascus have adopted a 

- unified stand with regird to the bilateral talks; the Israelis had 
hoped that with their manoeuvres they will be able to breach the 
wall of unity among tbe Arab parties. Tbe paper said that the 
Arabs have to prove in Washington that they are committed to 
their unity of ranks as declared in tbe Syrian capital. 

A COLUMNIST in Al Ra’i Arabic daily said Monday that the 
Arab League is not expected to do anything or take serious action 

- to protect Arab interests in tbe Abu Mousa Island which was 
.recently occupied by Iranian forces. Tbe Gulf Cooperation 
. Council member states plus Egypt and Syria have been meeting to 
discuss the situation in the aftermath of the Iranian occupation, 
but proved unable to come up with a formula to ensure tbe 
re-estabtishment of Arab rights on the usurped island, said Tareq 
Masarweh. The writer said that only when the United Stares 
interests are threatened, will Washington act on behalf of the Gulf 
states and come to their aid. In the case of Abu Mousa Island, die 
Gulf states are unable to do anything against Iran because the 
United States is not involved and its own interests are not affected 
despite tbe fact that. the United States is committed through its 
recently concluded pacts with the Gulf rulers to depend the Gulf 
by all means in the face of an external threat, the writer added. 
The writer criticised those Arab states which advocated tbe idea 
of a rapid deployment Arab force to operate in tbe Gulf and said 
that their plans had come to nought. He said that ft is U.S. 
interests that motivate Washington's armed forces to interfere 
and take action, and tbe Gulf states ought to realise this fact 
because they have bet on forces that seem uninterested m 
protecting Arab rights. 


I have been astounded and saddened by the controversy created 
by my column of last week, and 1 am particularly sorry that so 
many people were offended and angered by it. Clearly, that was 
not my intention. I am confident that most of the ill feelings 
resulted from. severe misinterpretations of my intentions and 
misreadings of my words. Perhaps I am to blame for so much 
ambiguity in the article — one of my shortcomings as an 
Anglopbonic Arab writer — or for phrasings that could have been 
interpreted as offensive insinuations. Tins was not my intention. 

I am also sore that the anger towards me is a result of 
misunderstandings and misreadings, because I have had so many 
calls and messages from Jordanians who saw the article as an 
expression of faith in tbe King, people, and country of Jordan. 
Many people understood what I meant to say; many others (fid 
not. I see now, in retrospect, that many people deemed die very 
subject of the artide and its timing to be inappropriate and 
discourteous. No matter how carefully I phrased my words, I was 
probably bound to be misunderstood, and attacked. This is an 
occupational hazard that comes with public writing and speaking. 
The reverse side of this is the responsibility to explain and clarify, 
and also to express regret when offense has been taken, even if 
offense was not meant. 

I am particularly grieved that many of those who were offended 
chose to attack me on a personal baas, essentially accusing me of 
being a disloyal and disrespectful Jordanian who should be 
bounded out of town for his Palestinian heritage and American 
passport. I was saddened by the sarcasm, tbe attempts to discredit 
me personally, the attempt to cast doubt on ray credentials as a 
Jordanian national, and the obvious desire to hurt that was dear 
in some of the pubtsbed letters and Arabio-langnage columns. I 
can handle simplistic attempts to'smear my character, while I am 
fully confident of my motives, intentions, identity, and stains in 
Jordan. To those who are capable of listening with an open mind, 
as the vast majority of Jordanians are, I would say tire following: 

Many who misinterpreted my artide thought I was suggesting 
that His Majesty King Hussein should step down soOn. This was 
absolutely not my intention. I suggested that His Majesty and the 
country “contemplate tbe manner and nature** of a “phased, 
gradual transition," by which I was thinking of a time period years 
from now, and not next month. 

My primary motive in raising this issue was to suggest a means 
by winch we could gradually relieve the extraordinary pressures 
that the King has borne for over four decades. His greatest 
wish, I believe, is to see Jordan succeed him as a stable and 
productive country, secure in its national dignity, political 
co mp os ur e, and human co mp assion. I am totally confident this 
will happen, and that the succession, when It occurs, will vindicate 
the King’s trust m his people, his family, and his life's work. My 
suggestion to ponder a phased, gradual transition was meant as a 


sign of deep respect, affection and commitment to His Majesty 
and to Jordan — one small suggestion from one concerned 
Jordanian looking for ways to reduce tbe burden that tbe King has 
carried for four decades. 

In this context,' many of my words (the mention of Numetn, 
Bane, and the Shah, for example) were rmsundeistood. I meant 
that the King’s whole life and the achievement of Jordan are 
already testament to his life’s work to date and to his faith i n Cfed, 
country and people. Our challenge now is to seek ways to affirm 
and to perpetuate all this. It is preposterous that I should be seen 
to equate His Majesty with Numeiri, the Shah, or Siad Barre, and 
I am astounded that some people have read my artide this way. I 
mentioned these three men as examples of failures in nation- 
building, while the whole thrust of my column (and almost, 
everything else I have said or written about Jordan in die last 17 
years) is that history will credit the. King as a master states m an. 

The highest complement we can pay the King is to be truthful 
with him and about him, and to try to help him take his historical 
mission to an even higher level, by providing an example of 
durable nation-building for the Arab World and the whole Third 
World. Barre, Numeni, and the Shah are tbe failures who 
contrast with the successes of King Hussein. I tried to encapsulate 
my motives in tbe last paragraph, in which I said that the King bad 
given us so much that we need to give him more in return. That’s 
what the article is all about. Perhaps my motives were more dear 
to me than my sentences were to those readers who misunder- 
stood them. and were angered or offended. 

Many critics also thought I was somehow questioning the 
stability of Jordan when die succession to the post-Hussein era 
takes place, or questioning the fact that HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan would succeed. Such a reading of my column is absolutely 
wrong and totally fanciful. I did not in any way intend to talk 
about personalities, now or in the future. The foot that I did not 
mention names should indicate the long-term horizon I was trying 
to deal with in the artide, and to do so from a perspective of deep 
affection and respect for the King and the country. To read my 
words otherwise is wrong. 

Tbe perception that I may have been casting doubt on the 
ability of Crown Prince Hassan to succeed is a shameless lie, 
absolutely shocking ami unbelievable to me, and imficative of a 
tendency among some readers driven by deep fear of ghosts not 
known to me. I have only respect and esteem for Crown Prince 
Hassan, who showed his true mettle in 1991 when he told a 
television interviewer, dining the Gulf crisis, that we live and die 
in Jordan. I believe that my record in Jordan over the years 
speaks for itself in terms of my working for the same Jordanian 
and pan-Arab goals that he has dedicated his life to. 

I am perfectly aware of the Jordanian constitution’s provisions 
for succession, and have fuh faith in the capacity of the people and 
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Relevant leadership More thought for 


To the Editor: ' 

Regarding Rami- Kbourfs artide “Jordan’s op portunity: Where 
history and elegance coincide*' (Jordan Times, Sept. 8, 1992), 
the reader discerns a distinct lack of realrim ami political maturity 
on the part of the writer, i- n< _ 

The artide cites the formation of political parties and the 
emergence of a mass media as indicative of a pluralistic Jo rdanian 
society. Quite so, but only up to a point. The stalled experiments 
in democracy in Turkey and Lebanon during the 1970s emphati- 
cally affirm that there is more to stable democratic self- 
government than institutional evolution. The bedrock of a 
durable democracy lies in tbe ethics of tolerance and consensus, 
die nurturing of which requires tune. Democracy cannot be 
rushed, as the example of Russia attests. 

Jordan’s democratic development is laden with promise, yet is 
also susceptible to danger. Herein lies His Majesty’s central role. 
His wisdom, humanity, and proven courage make him uniquely 
poised to lead our nation to its democratic future. King Hussein 
has been at die helm of Jordan’s democratic initiative from the 
outset; he, like no other, can draw on his unparalleled experience 
to help up reap the divideuds of democracy while side-stepping its 
pitfalls. He therefore remains as relevant to our future as he has 
been to our past. 

Tbe atmosphere of openness and free expression dial enables 
this and other writers to voice their thoughts unhindered derives 
from the political “reality'’ painstakingly woven by His Majesty 
despite overwhelming odds. Ironically, the writer spares no 
efforts or words in reminding ns of many of Hb Majesty’s 
achievements. He then puts forth the argument that in order to 
prevent die squandering and dispersal of those golden accom- 
p&shments, the architect of our young democracy should “abdi- 
cate” (m -what the writer describes as a “crowning gift” to tbe 
Jordanian people). Odd logic indeed — certainly odd enough for 
the reader to question the writer’s true motives in submitting his 
article. One ponders this point all the more given that Crown 
Prince Hassan wQl succeed His Majesty, in God’s own time, 
thereby assuring tbe country a smooth political transition. May 
God grant good health and long years to His Majesty, to the 
Hasbe mites and to the Jordanian Family. 

Mahmoud Izzhktin Al Mufti, 
P.O. Box 2264, 

Amman. 

Stop Rami Khouri! 


To the Editor: 

RAMI Khouri should be stopped from writing in your respected 
newspaper and banned from appearing on JTV became of the article he 
wrote on Sepc. 8 . , 

I suggest you wQl lose much of your credibility if you continue to aBow 
him the space for Ids weekly coramn “Tbe View from Fourth Circle”. 

I am a devoted enthusiast for freedom of opinion and speech but, when 
it comes to touching on such a sensitive matter as that be tackled in the 
above mentioned article. I prefer to drop the word “Democracy” from my 
dictionary. 

Said D Khatifoh, 
P.O. Box 1149, 
Amman. 

No time for prophets 


To fee Editor: 

Mr. Rami Khomfs artide, “Jordan’s opportunity: Where history 
and elegance coincide (Jordan Times, Sept. 8, 1992),** unfortu- 
nately toils to show ns what opportunity it is for Jordan in His 
Majesty King Hussein's aflmart. Jordan is governed by its 
constitution which spells out the three brandies of government 
and describes tbe process of succession to the Hashemite throne. 
Fu r th er more, Mr. Khouri seems to have overlooked public 
feelings and the sensitivity of foe issue at hand opeculy ata 
volatile moment in the region's history. 

Mr. Kbouri should be logical in Ins next artide and should 
know that this is no time for p rop h ets of doom. 

Fatah Job 3 Abdul Wahab, 

P.O. Box 5180, 

Amman. 


serious issues 


To the Editor: „ u = . ■* 

RAMI KhonzTs article ‘Tardah’s opportunity. Where history and 
' deganre coi«kfc fc (Jordan TinM3 Sept 8, 199^, has served to aoderajnc. 
the' credibility and reputation of its writer as a serious thinker. 

Let me start by emphasising that this reply is not meant “to • 
show affection for King Hussein and Jordan with a shower of 
superlative praise,” nor as a means of abdicating responsibility for 
the easier route of heaping praise on the wisdom and health of 
foe King. Tins reply aims only to remind the writer of certain 
important foots that he must have forgotten when writing his 
artide. I am confident that Mr. Khouri is only too aware of these 
facts,and shook! have taken them in consi d eration when writing 
such an artide, as he must have realised that it would ignite 
controversy, at least, and anger, at most It is therefore 
imperative to remind die writer to consider the following: 

— The artide states at tbe outset that developments related to 
His Majesty’s health have provided “an opportunity to gauge foe 
underlying political condition of Jordan. Hiring carefully read 
foe artide numerous times, I, for one, have concluded that foe 
writer has toiled in achieving what he professes to be his purpose. 
In no way does this artide even attempt to measure the political 
condition in Jordan. Rather, It prescribes ascertain path, and is at 
pains tiyiiu to justify this prescription. The writer should note 
that His Majesty's “medical reality” is quite assuring, as we all 
have seen and beard. We have no reason to think otherwise. This' 
reality should be seen neither as an o p port u nity nor as a crisis, 
and it certainly is not “Jordan's opport un ity.” 

As a public figure, it is only expected that TBs Majesty’s 
condition should be a matter of concern. However, I do maintain 
that foe Jordanian people as well as the rest of foe world have 
been satisfied with the reporting of His Majesty’s condition, and 
have accepted the surgery as an event that took place successfully. 
Pope John Paul II, President Ronald Reagan, President George 
Bush, Mr. Yasser Arafat, and other world leaders have had 
serious medical treatment of one sort or another, and no 
speculation or conjecture about their political future took place. 

— Tbe Constitution of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan is 

very dear and unambiguous about the hue of succession to the 
throne. Crown Prince Hassan Ibn Talal is legally and constitu- 
tionally the heir to the throne. A transition is governed by ldws 
and is not a matter about which the writer should start 
speculating. ‘ 

— It seems to me that the only person who realises King 
Hussein’s historical mission is King Hussein himself. Retying on 
two sentences, ottered by IBs Majesty on two separate occasions, 
does not lead credibility to the writer’s attempt to prove that be 
folly co mp rehends the mind, hopes and as p i r ations of the King. - 

It is true that King Hussein has been consistently working for 
the institutionalisation of the country, but this should not be taken 
to mean that this process is about to be completed, or that when it 
actually is, then foe role of the King will come to a “sudden mid”. - 

May I remind the writer that the process of nation-buOduig in 
Jordan did not start in 1989, and that it will not be completed in . 
the near future.' Many positive steps contributing to this process 
have been taken, emanating from a relatively young mrt rich 
political . history, in foe hope of enhancing pluralistic and 
democratic governance, and not undermining it. The executive 
branch is part and pared of this system and will stand to gain from 
this experience. 

— The only measure available to assess the success rate of the 
process of natioo-buDdnig is the continuity of the nation. Reading 
foe artide, especially foe last part, one gets the impression that, 
the writer is attempting to make this logical- point. It is 
disappointing, however, to 'note the manner in' which tins is 
stated, for it is c6nfusu^,.even to foe point of delivering a totally 
different meaning. Specifically, one- fails to grasp why this 
moment is “opportune fbr.Kmg Hussein to do several rather 
dramatic things at once”. Indeed, the King does not need to 
follow 'such a politically and iostoricafiy naive path, id enter to 
test his success or to boast about his achievements. 

In snm, the writer’s concept of a “phased tranation” is wholly 
irrelevant, and is built npon an inaccurate reading of events that k 
very unusual for this writer. 

More thought should have been given prior to publication of 
this article, since it borders on the politically naive and can eanty 
be mterpreted as being very offensive to foe vast majority of 
Jordanians. 

Tbe relegation of foe debate of serious issues to such low 
inteUectnal levels is counterproductive, and can be potentially 


political system of Jordan to implement all relevant provisions 

smoothly and with decorum. _ , 

For people to question my loyalty, and to accuse merf 
His Majesty to step down, disparaging the person of foe Crown 
tlTplity of Ionian » w** 
succession, is sheer fantasy. It may be the result of a mere 
nwc rfyfing of my artide or the ambiguity of my writing style ,rt 
may bc a reflection of the sensitivities of foe subject 1 

though I raised h from a perspective of smeerely wanting dw best 

for the Eng and the country; or it may be motivated by other, 
more sinister forces for provincialism that we haw 
foe press this week — forces that we shall fight, humiliate, 
defeat, and forever bury as antiquated relics. 

I am amazed that my intentions or motives could pc 
ntisunderatood in light of my life’s history in Jordan. 1 don’t w rite 

with my passport. I write with my heart and my head. Pasqwns. are 

travel documents. Identities are forged in geography ^com- 
munity. If some people suspect my credentials as a Jordanian 
national, I do not, and I will not play their hysterical and frenzied 
game of wallowing in fear and confusion. I have repeatedly stuck, 
my neck out in fmblic, in media and personal fora all over tbe 
world, defending and explaining Jordan and its positions, even at 
times when this was politically unpopular in the region or around 
the world. At the same time, I am proud of my Palestinian 
iden tity, and I continue to work for strong Jordanian-Palestinian 
ties at all levels. 

I have established my personal life and professional career m 
Jordan and have given as much as I can to the country. Is it 
imaginable that I would repay the confidence, trust, opportunity, 
and dignity of Jordan by suggesting in publiefoat the King should 
step down, his Crown Prince is incapable of following him, or tbe 
country is somehow in trouble? 

I believe my record of the last 17 years speaks for itself. I also 
believe that the only foundation on which E can stand is my 
commitment to the truth and my allegiance to my Jordanian- 
Palestinian- Arab identity. I seek no higher material or personal 
benefits from my personal and professional associations in 
Jo rdan . I remain committed to the truth as tbe vector of our 
common quest for a country that is good and always getting 
better, our testament to all that His Majesty, the rest of tbe Royal 
family, and tbe people of Jordan have achieved, and our mutual 
commitment to the ideals of a free and setf-determinant Palestine 
and an integrated and noble Arab World. 

I think that’s what IBs Majesty the King and all others in 
Jordan also want — bat the next time I venture to say so HI make 
sure to use shorter sentences, more precise adjectives, and a lot 
more clarity. 


destructive. Elegance is a quality that should be used to describe 
less important matters than the history of a nation. 

Bassem L AwadaHah, 
P.O. Box 2982, 

• Amman . 


Unrealistic views 


To the Editor: 

I read with disbelief Rami G. Khouri’s article “Jordan’s oppor- 
tunity: Where history and elegance coincide” (Jordan Times, 
Sept. 8, 1992). Up tiH now I regarded the writer as an intelligent 
person, incapable of producing such an insipid artide. Yet, to my 
astonishment, die insinuations it contained reversed my thoughts 
of him. Over the last two days, cfiscussions of foe article's contents 
with colleagues and friends produced a shared feeling of disgust. 

I hope this brief letter will expose some of the abundant 
unrealistic views it offered. First, foe devotion and affection of tbe 
people of Jordan to die person of IBs Majesty King Hussein 
extends to the Royal Hashemite Family as a whole. Tbe 
constitutional monarchy that Jordan is privileged to have, 
produced a hard-working, well-educated nation and a stable 
democratic system of gover nm ent capable of going through a 
crisis without losing balance. 

R eading through die article, one wonders how die writer can be 
so ignorant of the fact that His Majesty has designated His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan as heir to the throne. This 
nullifies tbe “unknown future scenario” m en tioned by the writer. 

Second, the implication that IBs Majesty should abdicate, 
billowing Iris fllncss.is simply repugnant. It is a fact that only God 
knows when one’s life ends. To follow the writer’s im p licatio ns , 
many world leaders should have retired for fear of heart attacks,* 
old age or any sudden illness. 

Third, the comparison to the Shah, Numeiri and Barre seemed 
extremety odd and out-of-place. It is a perfect example of 
“comparing apples with oranges” and of confusing foe issue. 

Finally, t h a nking God for His Majesty’s recovery, one con- 
cludes by wishing His Majesty a long, healthy and prosperous life. 


Dr. Mqjed A. Dabbas, 
University of Jordan, 
Amman. 


Overlooked legality 


To the Editor: 

Cautery to my expectations, and those of many others, of the 
cahfare of thought and style usually present in Rami Khpurfs 
articles, bis piece entitled “Jordan’s opportunity: where history 
md elegance coincide" (Jordan Times, Septembers, 1992) lacked 
bj^lnstonca 1 and political depth, style and tactfulness. His 
25? ™ ™c was inappropriate to foe extent that I was led to 
flunk that the article was some advertisement encouraging 
tourism m Jordan. o 

Going beyond foe title, foe article is unashamedly presump- 

to **“ King Hussein Ibn Talal, a 

feaderwhore knowledge and far-sightedness rests on an experi- 
ence of only over raty years...!! ^ 

Mbreoverjfoe artide displays such blatant unawareness of 
5 Kj!?- S P 0 ®** 1 condition (which, paradoxically enough, the 
article is supp osed to have examined) where the' presence of a 
{^fy^Mnm^populan and capable Crown Prince. His Royal 

the admiration 

md respect of both friend and foe, for Jmrian, its King and 
people. • * 


Sauer S. Jfofah, 
P.O. Box 341, 
Ammasa-Jordas. ; 
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Noor A1 Hussein Foundation bringing creative development to Jordanian communities 


AMMAN — On September 4, 
1985, Noor A1 Hussein Founda- 
tion (NHF> was established by a 
Royal Decree to cooidmate and 
oversee a number of projects and 
programmes which Her Majesty 
Oueen Noor bad helped establish 
or which she had personally sup- 
ported ■ in the fields of culture, 
education, social welfare and hu- 
man and community develop- 
ment. 

Seven years later, the founda- 
tion. thanks to the endeavors of 
Her Majesty, has expanded into, 
an extensive network of projects 
scattered across the Kingdom. 
The foundation currently coor- 
dinates and sponsors programmes 
in areas related to family and 
community development, chil- 
dren, education and culture, and 
'catering to such groups as chil- 
dren, women and the general 
public at large. 

Aooorcfing, to available NHF 
data, the number of projects and 
programmes implemented under 
the mandate of the foundation 
h&j hit the 35 mark, signaling a 
dramatic rise in levels of com- 
munity involvement in those acti- 
vities. To a large extent, such an 


expansion appears to be more the 
outcome of a new innovative vi- 
sion of development that no'lon- 
ger sees socio-economic and 
cultural changes merely as “a 
top-down, one- way pr o cess ,'*' 
with a heavy economic focus. 

“Our philosophy derives from- 
the concept of development as 
embodying self-reliance, self-help ' 
and self-management,” said NHF ’ 
President Mrs. Iii’am Mufti. She 
added that for Noor A1 Hussein 
Foundation, development is also 
a process centred on the indi- 
vi dual within the framework of 
the family, the community 'and 
the environment She added that 
such a process involves a great 
deal of grass-root participation, 
planning, 'implementation and 
evaluation. 

Unlike some traditional “one- 
shot” development - projects, 
NHFs programmes are designed 
to last over extended periods of 
time, with a heavy focus on in- 
itiating and sustaining income- 
generating ventures. The founda- 
tion's Quality of Life Project 
seems to be a case in point here. 

Established to enhance the 
quality of living in rural Jorda- 


nian areas, the project promotes 
patterns of integrated develop- 
ment that draw heavily on 
. consensus-bunding, soda! parti- 
cipation, transfer of appropriate 
technology and human resource 
development. Initially launched 
with assistance from the World 
Health Organisation, then later 
from several international orga- 
nisations,. the project extends 
help to rural residents to help 
them improve the quality of their. 
life through establishing small- 
scale income-generating schemes. 

According to Mrs. Mufti, such 
a project would also help rural 
people raise their standards of 
living and solidify their role h) the 
community and the surrounding 
environment. 

"Before we start a project we 
would first think of the marketa- 
bility of its output.. This would 
ensure continuity and would open 
up new work opportunities for 
families in the rural areas of 
Jordan,” Mrs. Mufti said. 

The question of product mar- 
ketability takes on a critical sig- 
nificance when it comes to items 
requiring a high degree of accura- 
cy and creativity, such as hand- 


icraft. The NHF president said 
that quality control emerges as 
the key factor, in the process of 
making final products with com- 
petitive designs, capable of win- 
ning consumers' satisfaction. 

The foundation sponsors a 
handicraft development project 
that seeks to create job opportu- 
nities for Jordanian craftsmen, 
revive traditional crafts and pre- 
serve a unique aspect of Jordan's 
national heritage. Training of 
handicraft production also takes 
place at ' the Salt Handicraft 
Training Centre which was laun- 
ched in 1987 in cooperation with 
the Salt Development Corpora-' 
tion and the Italian government. 

The foundation's women- 
related projects such as the 
. Women and Development Pro- 
ject, also seek to help low- 
income middle-aged women par- 
ticipate more actively in Jordan's 
economic growth and national 
development. Pilot programmes 
. initiated in 1988 included a bee- 
keeping and honey production 
scheme, a leather stitching and 
shoe production workshoo, a gar- 
ment production unit, herbal gar- 
dens, a rabbit farm and a service 


for small business counselling. 
The project also alms at provid- 
ing women in target groups with 
relevant information to help them 
improve the well-being or their 
own families and the productive 
capacities of their communities. 
Topics of instruction indude birth 
spacing, child care, nutrition, 
hygiene, bask health care and 
income-generating opportunities. 

Another component of the 
NHF development philosophy is 
that all projects and programmes 
are created in response to emerg- 
ing needs of communities. For 
instance, absence of an institution 
concerned with the art of music 
has given rise to the establish- 
ment of NHFs National Music 
Conservatory in 1986. This pro- 
ject seeks to help children de- 
velop their musical skills through 
practical training by sped alls ts on 
a variety of musical instruments. 
Two equally important educa- 
tional and cultural NHF projects 
include the Theatre in Education 
Project, and the Mobile Life and 
Science Museum. 

Although Noor A! Hussein 
Foundatipn seems to have drawn 
widespread 'involvement of 


Jordanians from all walks of life in 
its many projects and program- 
mes in the past seven years, it still 
has to do more to see its goals 
fulfilled. “We have some prob- 
lems that we hope to overcome to 
sustain NHF's momentum... 
These indude securing appropri- 
ate funding for our projects... we 
have many villages on the waiting 
list to be covered by our projects 
and programmes. The NHF pres- 
ident also cited other problems 
such as lack of opportunities for 
training foundation staff and 
volunteers on the techniques and 
methods of social work and com- 
munity development, espedaily 
in rural areas and the low level of 
coordination and cooperation 
with other institutions working in 
the field, of development in Jor- 


dan. “There has to be a mechan- 
ism^ for further cooperation 
among national bodies concerned 
with development issues in Jor- 
dan," she added. 

Another major problem facing 
the foundation relates to tradi- 
tional people's conceptions of 
themselves as mere recipients of a 
one-way flow of assistance, 
according to Mrs. Mufti. Howev- 
er. Mrs. Mufti said that by time, 
people have got increasingly used 
to our conception of development 
as a two-way process involving 
grassroots participation on the 
part of the community. “People 
are now learning that our goal is 
to help them help themselves 
through starting their own pro- 
jects, relying on themselves and 
thus helping improve their overall 


sodo-economic conditions,” she 
added. 

The impressive performance of 
Noor. A1 Hussein Foundation in 
diffusing this development phi- 
losophy seems to have opened up 
new horizons for NHF in the 
future. “We are planning to ex- 
pand our activities on the nation- 
al and regional levels and gener- 
alise our development experience 
to other contexts inside Jordan 
and in the Arab World,” Mrs. 
Mufti said. She added that top 
priority is given to the opening 
of the Jubilee School and the 
Centre for Early Childhood 
Education. “We also hope to 
realise our goal of launching the 
first children's hospital in Jordan 
once funds are made available," 
Mrs. Mufti concluded. 


Bilateral negotiations resume 


( Continued from page 1) 

approach to Mideast arms talks 
starting in Moscow Tuesday, but ■ 
will face old demands for foreign 
inspection of its nuclear weapons 
programme, participants said. 

“Israel's basic security interests 
remain the same,” Israeli embas- 
sy spokesman Yosi Ben Dor said 
Monday. “But our new govern- 
ment is bringing a fresh mood and 
atmosphere to the process; some- 
times this is no less impo r t a nt '* 

Israel and the Arabs will dis- 
cuss reductions of arms in the 
Middle East during the three-day 
meeting. 

It wfl] be the third phase of the 
Middle East peace process that 
began in Madrid, Spain, last 
October, and the second session 
Of working groups formed by a 
January conference in the Rus- 
sian capital. (Syria and Lebanon 
are staying away). 

It was undear whether Palesti- 
nian representatives would be 
allowed to attend. They were , 
kept oat of the first aims control 
meeting in Washington when 
Israel and the United States 
argued that Palestinians do uot 
represent a sovereign entity 
armed forces. * 


A Palestinian delegation ar- 
rived in Moscow during the 
weekend and plans to attend 
when the talks open Tuesday, 
according to Salekb Atrazha, a 
spokesman for the Palestinian 
mission. 

Members of the Palestinian de- 
legation were not available for 
comment. 

Despite Israel’s optimistic ex- 
pectations for the talks, it will 
have to deal with Jordan’s ex- 
pected demand that Israel open 
its nuclear facilities for interna- 
tional- inspection, something 
Israel has long resisted. 

- Jordan’s chief negotiator, 
Abdullah Touqan, also said be- 
fore leaving Amman Sunday that 
the Kingdom will propose that all 
countries in the region sign the 
Nuclear non-Proliferation Trea- 
ty. 

Acconfing to Western reports, 
Israel Has more than 100 nuclear 
warheads and a plutonium manu- 
facturing plant. Israeli officials 
have refused to confir m or deny 
it, but have maintained that they 
would not be the first to intro- 
duce weapons of mass destruction 
in the region. _ ■ • • 

Tbejtolks ata wiB che- 

mical and biological weapons. 


Arab League condemns Iran 


(Continued from page 1) 

imposed on the Gazan town of 
Rafab. It said the blockade re- 
sulted in severe shortages in food 
and medicine. 

Another resolution pledged 
“immediate financial help” to 
Jerusalem to enable its Palesti- 
nian citizens to keep their real 
estates and prevent' Israeli 
occupation authorities from 
laying hand on their properties. 
The amount of help was not 
disclosed. 

Other resolutions spoke of con- 
solidating the struggle of resi- 
dents of the Syrian Golan Heights 
against Israeli occupation prac- 
tices, labelled a decision by the 
Israeli Knesset to affirm the 
“annexation” of the Golan 
Heights as well as void and said 
the Knesset move constituted a 
flagrant violation of U.N. Secur- 
ity Council resolution 497 of 
1981. 

Iran Monday condemned the 


Arab League’s support for the 
UAE in the dispute over the 
islands. 

A foreign ministry spokesman, 
who was not identified by name, 
told the state-run Islamic Repub- 
lic News Agency that the declara- 
tion by die league was an “irres- 
ponsible stance.” 

The Iranian spokesman called 
the three islands “Iranian” and 
said the world should disregard 
the UAE claim to them became it 
was based on invalid “historical 
claims.” 

“The spread of such arguments 
would result in insecurity” in the 
region, the spokesman said. 

Tehran Television meanwhile 
quoted Iran's chief justice as 
saying Iran would “continue to 
maintain security on Abu Musa.” 

Ayatollah Mohammad Yazxfi 
was paraphrased as saying the 
territorial dispute was fanned by 
the “arrogant powers,” the Ira- 
nian term to describe the United 
States and its allies. 


Syria rejects partial solution 
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(Continued from page 1) 
were given, but Mr. Rabinovich 
said be hoped it would help the 
two delegations to draft a joint 
declaration of principles. 

While sounding optimistic ab- 
out Syria, Mr. Rabin accused 
Palestinians of skhtfoe the key 
issue of the present talks, that of 
interim self-Tule for the 1.75 mil- 
lion Palestinians of the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

“Our problem with the Palesti- 
nians is that they are trying to 
change the subject to less re- 
levant matters,” Mr. Rabin said. 

Mr. Rabin said Israel was 
ready to discuss human rights, 
arrests and house demolitions as 
demanded by the Palestinians but 
he called these mere “symp- 


toms.” 

“So long as there is no solution 

— I-mean an interim agreement 

— all of these are mere symptoms 
of the reality, of the disease and 
not the problems creating them,” 
he said. 

Israel’s new government, 
which had said the cha n ce of 
progress was greatest with the 
Palestinians, has become 
markedly more critical of Palesti- 
nian than Syrian positions. 

Palestinian spokeswoman 
Hanan Ashrawi aroused Israel in 
a Washington speech Saturday 
nigfat of trying to drive a wedge 
between the Arab sides, telling 
Arab Americans: “This is again 
another divide-and-conquer 
method.” 


Syria and Lebanon delay talks 


(Cautioned from page 1) 

Hravri on Sept. 23, 1990. 

Most of Lebanon’s Cbrist- 
• ian community boycotted the 
first general elections in 20 
yean, which ended on Sept. 
6, cm the grounds that they 
should only be held after the 
pullback. 

The elections went ahead 
and produced a new parlia- 


ment dominated by Syrian- 
backed deputies. Five out- 
standing Christian seats in 
the 128-seat legislature are 
due to be elected on Oct. 11. 

Diplomats say the question 
gf an Israeli troop withdrawal 
from South Lebanon has be- 
come dependent at the Mid- 
dle East talks on progress 
over an Israeli pullback from 
the Golan Heights. 


Regent: Islami c countries not a monolith 


(Conti nued from page 1) 


many respects witter in scope 
than those adopted at the time of 
tiie Gulf crisis. 

At that time, my country was 
obliged to host more than one 
milfiou third-country nationals en 
route from the Gulf to their 
countries of origin in addition to 
an influx of more than 300,000 
Jordanian nationals from Gulf 
states. We hT Jordan know fir- 
sthand the overwhelming difficul- 
ties tint accompany displacement 
on tins sole. Other countries in 
the region, most notably Yemen, 
likewise experience severe econo- 
mic and human suffering as a 
consequence of involuntary mass 
migration and an in- 

ternational response. 

These realities are still integral 


to daily life in many parts of the 
Middle East. Perhaps this is one 
reason why events in Bosnia have 
cansed such deep concern in the 
Mnsfixn World. It must, however, 
be pointed out that the Islamic 
countries do not constitute a 
monofith, 'either in orientation or 
in policies. Stereotypical percep- 
tions and representation of “the 
threat of Islam” are among the 
very causes of the conflict in 
Bosnia, and those who continue 
to depict such a “threat” can only 
be contributing to its potential 
spread. Rather than division dis- 
integration and inhumanity, tiie 
ethic of tolerance, ptarabun and, 
above all, humamtarianism are 
now more than ever the only truly 
viable path. 


Rabin begins visit to Germany 

(Continued from page 1) 

Past iep o m have said Israel 
would like five bjlUon, marks 
($3.3 billion) in Joan guarantees . 
and grants , some or m Yepara- 
tions for Nazi war crimes never 
paid by former East Germany. 

But Israel Radio reported 
Monday that Mr. Rabin would 
ask only for some one billion 
marks ($670 million) to create 
jobs for immigrants in universi- 
ties and research institutions. 

Some 400,000 refugees have 
come to Israel from the former 
Soviet Union since nrid-1989. 


placing a heavy -burden on the 
economy. Unemployment has hit 
record .highs, and; nojfr, runs '.at 
tfSotit’ iO D lp& U ceilC J ' ,:4 " ' " 

Mr. Navon said Mr. Rabin was 
also expected to discuss tiie Arab- 
• Israeli peace talks and Israel's 
hopes for a solid trading rela- 
tionship with a united Europe. 

Mr. Rabin will also attend a 
conference of the Socialist Inter- 
national, a meeting of socialist 
and social-democratic parties in 
Berlin, before returning to Israel 
Wednesday. 


Somalia 

(Continued from page 1) 

Aid workers say that if the port 
were functioning properly, 2,000 
tonnes a day could be moved out 
of the facility by truck convoys. 

Belgium is planning to send 5S0 
paratroopers to Somalia in early 
October to join the United Na- 
tions forces. Defence Minister 
Leo Delcroix said Sunday. 

The decision to pat Belgian 
troops at tiie U.N.’s disposal was 
announced Friday, but the gov- 
ernment bad not said when they 
would leave. 

Mr. Delcroix said the Belgian 
troops would leave in early Octo- 
ber to help escort and protect 
food convoys and possibly carry 
ont surveillance of ports in Soma- 
lia. “This is a humanitarian mis- 
sion," be said. 

Egypt and Canada will also 
send troops the join to force. 

The operation is expected to 
cost $37 million. 


Fi^nch ^ 

(Ccwtihued from page lj 


governing Socialists have accused 
the judge of political motives. 

The indictment comes just six 
days before a crucial national 
referend u m on tiie Maastricht 
Treaty, which proposes closer 
economic and political union for 
the European Community. The 
Socialist leadership is strongly be- 
hind the treaty. 

It was not immediately dear 
when a trial might be held or 
what sentence Mr. EmmanuelK 
might face if convicted. 
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Every Thursday Night 
at AL - Liwan Restaurant 

Price: JJD. 10 ++ per person. - 
1 J ql "”)lljQ i j ~)jq 

The Philadelphia 



INTERNATIONAL 


For reservation please call: Tel. 6(3100, ext, 113. 


JORDAN MARKET PLACE 


TIC PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE, RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWARASON5 

00*676 604696 
■ VSS^RO.BOX 7806 
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YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAHU- 

* Kate Drycleen. 1 Hr. Service 
'■* Shoos repair * Engraving 

* Kays -Service 

*Uphotetry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Ptzza 
Hut, phone $31850, Fax 

V __ 888181 


P.0BM 2206 Amman, Jordan 
00 tie 2nd Cfrcto, Jabal Amman 


AQABA 


Chinese food 

Open duay - 

12&-15M& lSiM-2%30 

\ 

. Tel: OS-314415 



BPIawt 

The that & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 

Ahfiyyahfiirts School 



FOR RENT 

Fully furnished apart- 
ment, 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, 150 
sq.m., living and lin- 
ing area, separate 
family room. Nicely 
furnished. Total area 
335 sq.m. Location: 
Sweifieh. 

Tel. 810605/810609/ 
810520 


SB 
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MANDARIN RESTADBANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs. 

jOpcfl iUO-Sgu a itufrj 

Taka amy b a wfla Ma 

Wadi Saqra Road 
n ear Philadelphia Hote l 

[f eL 661922, Am man 

*kc lasted 
Always Loved 



Open daily 123)0-3:30 
p.m. 

, 6:30-Midnight 

* T*l, 030960 
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Nightly At Hold's Bar 
Tel. &5lll 



' CHEN’S x 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
i Estate, near Kilo 
V, Supermarket 

Mongolian Bwbtque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 ■ 3:30 
p.m. \ 

v 6:30 - Midnight > 


I The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room-.! 


IIAI’OTEI 

iU3i|i|is 


Amman -Tei 668193 
P O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
. Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 



TAIWAN TOUBISH0 


New management by] 

Mr. Chen. D. H. 
Take away service 
& home delivery 

Open daily 

12:00 - 15:30 18:30 - Midnight 
Near Third Circle, 
opposite Akilati Hospital 
Jabal Amman, tel. 641093 
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Edberg wins 2nd straight U.S. Open 


’ NEW YORK (AP) — Quick at 
j the net, slick with his volleys, 
. Stefan Edberg captured his 
, second straight U.S. Open and 
[ regained the No. 1 ranking Sun- 
l Jay with a lot of help from a weak 
■ and uninspired Pete Sampras. 

Ed berg’s end to his arduous 
: route to the title was a 3-6, 6-4, 

| 7-6 (7-5)m 62, a mere 2-hour, 

' 51-minute victory after three 
| .traight five-setters that took a 
j otal of 13 hours, 43 minutes. 

Sampras, the youngest Open 
champion when he won at 19 in 
1990 but looking much older and 
worn out after a night of sickness, 
Kxommodated Edberg by blow- 
ing several big opportunities. 

“Play like you want it, Pete,’ 1 a 
fan yelled out to him between 
serves in the first game of the 
fourth set. Sampras looked 
annoyed, promptly lost the next 
point and eventually the game, 
out it was a remark that reflected 
Sampras' lackluster effort. 

Serving for the set at 65 in the 
oivotal third set, Sampras hit one 
of his 11 double-faults and was 
broken. He double-faulted again 
lo .fall behind 6-4 m the tie- 
breaker, then lost the set when he 
swept a backhand crosscourt 
wide. 

“Last night I had a stomach 
virus," Sampras said. “I left here 
around 12:30. I bad a massage 
and went to sleep at 330. 1 got up 
at 8 this morning. 1 had stomach 
cramps. I’m not giving an excuse., 
I just didn’t have enough today.' 

“As the match wore on, espe- 
cially in die fourth set, I was out 
of gas. rm mentally and physical- 
ly very exhausted. I had a tong 
night last night.” 


Sampras also said he was 
bothered by. pain In his shins 
during the match, but that hardly 
accounted for his double-faults 
and first-serves sometimes 30 
mph slower than his normal 120 
mph shots. 

Edberg became the -first player 
to repeat as open champion since 
Ivan Lendl won his third in a row 
in 1987. But Edberg didn’t play 
nearly as well as a year ago when 
he crushed Jim Courier. 

“The tennis wasn't that great 
out there," Sampras said. “Both 
of us were tentative.” 

Edberg, who endured a record 
5:26 semifinal against Michael 
Chang Saturday, said his whole 
tournament was “bumpy." 

“I really think I earned it this 
year," he said after picking up the 
$500,000 winner’s check. “I 
worked very hard. I've had some 
unbelievably tough matches here, 
and it helped me today. I felt the 
'sharpest I felt all week. He came 
out hot and played well the first 
set Once I got the second set, I 
felt I was in it.” 

The second set went with serve 
on til the 10th game, when Sam- 
pras double-faulted at deuce, 
whacked a backhand long for 
break-point, then dropped the set 
when Edberg speared a backhand, 
volley that Sampras couldn't 
touch. 

Edberg had to keep digging out 
of trouble in the third set, fending 
off four break-points in the first 
game, one in the fifth game and 
one more in the seventh. The 
problem had more to do with his 
serves, including several foot 
faults, than with Sampras’ re- 
turns. 


After Sampras wasted the 
chance to win the set at 5-4, 
Edberg showed the resQence that 
helped him the tournament. At 
30-30 on his serve, Edberg was 
called for another foot fault, but 
he followed it on his second serve 
with the seventh of his eight aces. 
Edberg held, as Sampras did 
afterward, then won the tiebreak- 
er. 

“Yesterday, I felt I was starting 
to get the rhythm on my serve 
toward the end of the match," 
said Edberg, who had 18 doable- 
faults against Chang. “With my 
serve it’s the toss. I knew I had to 
do something.'' 

Edberg had fewer serving 
problems, relying more on his 
stamina to survive. 

“Physically, I'm one of the 
strongest guys cm the tour," he 
said. “1 depend on my ability to 
move a lot on court. I don’t bit 
the ball so hard. For me it's my 
ability to move and my serve — 
that’s the key to my game." 

Edberg also showed more emo- 
tion than usual, kicking the ball, 
smacking the net and throwing a 
towel after frustrating volleys into 
the net’ or double-faults. 

The fatigue of his long matches, 
wore on him, and he expected 
another against Sampras, who 
had won 16 straight matches and 
three titles in his last four events. 

“He’s been playing some great 
tennis,” Edberg said. “He's on 
die best run of his life. 1 knew 
that coming into the final. I 
knew, though, that once some- 
thing starts to go a little wrong, 
you can lose it. You lose the edge 
mentally. Probably, that’s what 



AC Milan top table despite 
last minute scramble for goals 


LONDON (R) — AC Milan top- 
ped the table despite defensive 
disarray as Italians enjoyed a 
feast of goals on the second 
weekend of their star-studded 
championship. 

Milan scrambled back from 2-4 
-down to win 5-4 away over newly- 
promoted Pescara, but coach 
Fabk> Capello refused to con- 
. demo the bade line. 

“Milan’s defence is also that of 
the Italian national team and I 
don’t believe that it is up for 


Stefan Edberg 

happened today.” 

- Meanwhile the Grand Slam 
tournaments have proved to be 
doubles magic for Gigi Fernandez 
and Natalia Zvereva in 1992. 

The No. 3-seeded team at the 
U.S. Open captured their third 
Grand Slam doubles title of the 
year Sunday with a 7-6 (7-4), 6-1 
victory over the top-seeded tan- 
dem of Jana Novotna and Larisa 
Savchen ko-Nefland. 

The twosome also won the 


French Open Wimbledon, dud 
with their latest victory evened 
the career head-to-heads between 
these two teams to 2-2. 

The victors split 184,000, while 
the runners-up shared $92,000. ‘ 
Zvereva was the steady force, 
leading her team to the winner’s 
circle. She faced two break points 
on her serve, bat never faltered. 

All three of the other competi- 
tors dropped their serve during 
the match. 


AC Milan’s Dutch striker Mar- 
. co Van Baxter? , scorer of a timely 
match winning hat-trick, was 
more critical: “It remains a very 
strange game. We went missing 
while they were very fast. 

’ “Still something didn’t work 
and we cannot go on like this.” 

Last week Milan scraped a 
holme win against unfunded Fog- 
gia with a single own-goal, but no 
other side has won both toe sea- 
son’s opening games. 

Van Basten along with compat- 
riot Frank Rijkaard and Yugoslav 
Dejan Savicevic formed the 
Milan foreign player trio against 
Pescara at the expense of French- 
man Jean -Pierre Papin,. Dutch- 
man Ruud Gullit and Croat Zvo- 
nimir Boban. 

In Turin, where Inventus beat 
AtaJahta 4-2, the foreign player 
question was also the subject of 
posrtnatch interest with Juventus 
coach Giovanni Trapattoni ex- 
plaining why for the second time, 
he bad dropped Englishman 
David Platt in favour of German 



Bahrain wins 1st gold 
at Pan- Arab Games 


DAMASCUS (R) — Bahrain 
took its first gold medal at toe 
Pan-Arab Games with a win for 
its men’s volleyball team over 
Host nation Syria. 

The Bahrainis who scored a 
surprise win over defending 
champions Tunisia early in the 
games, defeated their hosts 15/12, 
15/8 and 15/1 in front of river 
8,000 people- at A1 Assad Sports 
City in Latakia. 

Syria and Kuwait will meet to 
contest for the silver and bronze/ 
Egypt won tbe handball gold' 
'-medal, 1 beating-Saudi Arabia 25/ 
l^'inl ffiamab. Tunisia- beat Syria 
26/25 to t&ke ftfe bidnze. h "- 1 
Jordan Sunday beat Tunisia 
103-73 in the semifinals of the 
basketball competition to qualify 
for toe final against Syria. 


Egypt’s women’s basketball 
team scored its first ever win over 
Tunisia, defeating them 86/81. 

Tunisia took an early lead, 
standing 46/16 ahead 11 minutes 
into toe second half. Then die 
Egyptians began to fight back, 
equalising and then advancing, 
helped by the sending off of some 
of Tunisia’s bat players. 

Rida Bin Qaddour of Algeria 
took the gold in the men’s karate 
free- weight division held in Lata- 
kia, beating Saudi Arabics 'Hat- 
tan A1 Kindi wlwiobk.tbe.rilv^r: 
Ahmed A1 KhaledrffiKu>yait and 
Fadi Antaldi oLJxbqnqn, wcrjj 
bronze. 

The swimmers were due to re- 
sume their competition Monday 
in Latakia. 


Medals table after 10th day 


Country 


Gold Silver Bronze 


& 

36 

25 

21 

24 

22 

15 

27 

24 

18 

Morocco 

15 

7 

6 

Qatar 

8 

3 

1 

Kuwait 

5 

.2 

11 

Tunisia 

2 

17 

18 

Saudi Arabia 

2 

9 

3 

Jordan 

1 

5 

4 

Lebanon 

1 

— 

8 

Bahrain 

1 



1 

Palestine 

— 

2 

2 

Yemen 

— 

2 ' 

— 

UAE 



1 

_ 

Oman 

6 — 

— 

1 


Fischer wins game eight, leads 3-2 

SVETI STEFAN, Yugoslavia (AP) — Bobby Fischer defeated 
Boris Spassky in just 40 moves to regain toe lead in their $5 
million chess rematch, 3-2, after eight games. It was Fischer's 
second straight victory, and came when Spassky was playing 
white, giving him the theoretical advantage. Fischer won by 
exploiting a bad Spasky blunder. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HfflSCH 

ei9» Tr tan Motto GartCn, mo. 

RENDER UNTO CAESAH 
Both vulnerable. South deals. West Mg tJ 

NOWH you at all cox 

*752 contract? 

6 3 spades brn 

OAK 10 0 i, wife even if ; 

* A K 3 uesse. Yni wi 

EST EAST spade tricks, tin 

9 0 Q 10 8 3 clubs, and if thi 

A J 9 4 ? Q 10 5 onsidie. you'll n 

7 6 5 2 0 8 4 Pun anythin! 

J 10 9 8 * Q 0 4 2 tract? Yes— a’ ■ 


WEST EAST 

4 9 * Q 10 8 3 

A J 9 4 TQ10B 

07652 084 

4 J 10 9 8 * Q 0 4 2 

SOUTH 
• A K J 64 
V K 8 2 

CQJ3 

*76 

The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 4 Pass 2 0 - Pam 

3 0 Pass .3 * Pam ■" 

4 4 . Pam Pam Pam . 

Opening lead: Jack of * 

Do you know how to think logi- 
cally about the play of a deal? Why 
not take a look at the North-South 
holding, then walk with Sooth 
through a contract of four spades on 
this specimen from a rubber bridge 
game. 

North-South were playing five- 
card majors with two-over-one re- 
sponses forcing to game- Since a 
forcing raise of a major should not 
he made with only three-card sup- 
port, North made a temporizing bid 
of two diamonds before setting 
spades as trumps. South had no as- 
pirations beyond game. 


West leads the jack of clubs. Are 
you ' at all concerned about your 
contract? 

If Hpa'dea break 3-2, your contract 
is safe even if you lose a spade fi- 
nesse. Yni wifi still collect four 
spade tricks, four diamonds and two 
chibs, and if the ace of diamonds is 
onside. you’ll net auwartrick. 

-Can anything threaten your con- 
bart?.Y«— a 4-1 spade break. If 
Wert has the long trumps, you are 
going to have to lose two tramp 
tricks, arid you'll need some hick to 
avoid losing two heart tricks even if 
the ace ri onside— (West wifi have to 
hold at least three diamonds. 

What if East has the long spades? 
You can virtually, guarantee your 
contract as long as one of East's, 
trumps is the three. After winning 
the ace -of dubs, lead a trump and 
just cover any card East plays. As- 
sume it’s the trey and you play the 
four.. As the cards lie,' Wert wins 
.and, let's say, continues dobs. Too 
wm and cash a high spade to reveal 
the break. Cross back to toe table 
with a diamond,- taka the. marked 
tnjmpJinewe and daim, 

, If East plays a higher-spade cm 
the first lead, win the king and enter 
dummy with a diamond jar a dob to 
lead another trump. Again, yo ur m- 
tentioa should be to coveraqy dud 
Bart might play,, thereby asstiring 
that you mB lose a trick only to toe 

gnfo Vimvl 


Andreas Moeller, who scored 
twice. 

“If I had' dropped Moeller to- 
day, it would have seemed like a 

no-confidence vote in him follow- 
ing last week's game (0-0 with 
Cagliari) and Moeller didn’t de- 
serve this as he amply proved.” 

In Rome, Lazio and Fiorcntina 
starred in a sparkling 2-2 draw in 
which Fiorentina’s three fore- 
igners, Dane Brian Laudrup. 
German Stefan Effenberg and 
Argentine Gabriel Batistuta 
proved influential. 


After the game, Lfzio goal- 
keeper Valerio Fiori summed up 
a brilliant Laudrup performance 
by saying: 

“Laudrup is a phenomenon. 
He slaughtered us. We picked up 
five yellow cards thanks to him." 

Former Boca juniors player 
Batistuta, scorer of both Fiorenti- 
na goals, enthused afterwards: 
“It’s fun playing in this Fioren- 
tina side. I’ve had more chances 
set up for me in two games with 
this team than in tbe entire 
second half of last season.” 

In Spain Sevilla, ruing the sell- 
ing of Ivan Zamorano to Real 


Madrid, crashed 3-1 to lowly De- 
portivo Coruna and looked like 
they could do with signing Diego 
Maradona as soon as possible. 

The former Argentine captain 
flew into the southern Spanish 
city Sunday hoping to end the 
bitter row over his transfer from 
Italian side Napoli. 

Although dearly overweight, 
Maradona promised not to dis- 
appoint the fans who gave him a 
hero’s welcome in the Sanchez 
Pizjuan Stadium. 

Zamorano, the Chilean striker 
Sevilla sold to Real Madrid this 
season, inspired. his new team to a 
3-1 victory over Real Burgos, 
hammering two goals in the space 
of seven minutes. 

It was an important win for 
Real, who lost to champions Bar- 
celona last week. 

Barcelona easily outclassed 
Tennerife but threw away certain 
victory through sloppiness. 
Coach Johan Cruyff criticised the 
ground and said Tenerife’s 
equaliser in the dying minutes 
was luck, but added: “In the first 
half we played really well — all 
we needed was to finish off the 
chances we created.” 


HOROSCOPE NOT RECEIVED 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


9-(o‘ - 

HARRIS 



“Clobber me. ..ifs my new stress 
- management program!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME ' ' ' 
® by Henri Arnold and Bob L£» . t . 


Unscrambte these four Jumbtos, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


DEWEG 


ANSPY 


LEHBED 


TROIGE 


Print answer here: 




WHEN A PATIENT 
HAS A FEVER,HE 
SHOULP CONSUa A 
C7CCTOK WHO HAS 
THE RIGHT — 


Now arrange the dieted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


(Answers Monday) 

I Jumbles: BEGUN GIANT , LEGACY TINGLE 

| Answer What.jurdor got when they put him in his new 
Stroler— A LITTLE ■’BUGEY" 


THE Daily Crossword b,»<*«o.wB»n 



ACROSS 
f Loud burst of 
notoe 

5 Memorafcta time 

10 Engrossed 

14 Rhapsodize 

15 Golfer Palmer 

16 Middta East 
chieftain 

17 Baiting ch am ber 

1 8 Brffiant tropical 
fWi- 

19 Game on horses 

•aORkflcutes 

22 Mede flke a frog 

24 Agee and ages 

26 Army assault 


26 Housecoat ■ 
29 Stooge name 
31 Boot-shaped 


35 Paid attention 

37 Take tor {panted 

38 Com me r da te 

39 Labor group 

41 Genetic material 

42 Nerve caB 
46 — mottos- 
48 Perfect 
49S0UC Fr, • 

50 Airplane tricks 

51 Bournes (afrit 
53 Numera uno? 

55 Advisory gap 
58 8ewfeto 

82 Vicinage 
63Se*ef 
K Ireland 

66 Fuzz 

67 -4 in (yielded) < 
66 Thorny flower. 
69 Overdue 

TO Wing-shaped 
71 Kind Of COOMB 

‘ DOWN 

1 Incite to action 

2 Roof overhang. 

3 State strongly . 

4 Indulgent 

5 Devoured 

6 New sp ap er 

)i employees * 

7 Can. prov. 

8 Coterie 

9 Loams - 


a 


laHaa 

auum 
au 


anaaa 
aw i 

^■aaai 


Ammnuu 

aa ' amm 


aauaaa 

mu ?■■■ 

!■■ JHB 


esnz TM&ra IMI Santas, ha. 
All Wow./Wwo 


10 Meals 

11 Berserk 

12 Mould . 

13 walked 

21 Show excessive 
fondness 
23 Elevator man 

26 Hat prof. 

27 Gave help 

28 Cone forth 
30 Detestation 

32 Of sound' 

33 Alphabet run 

34 Longtime. 

36 Sister 
370pp.of syn. 

40 Poisonous 

shrub 

43 Spread Itaht \ 

44 Ken ot TV 

46 Ardor : % . 
47-Wspteyauit 
48 8tar-«heped 
52 Canter of 
activity 

54 Howdy — 

55 Tftjg up' • 


Puzzle Solved: 


nSKKH Rnnn □□□ n 
rcnnn 

nn.jnnn^Rnnnnnnn 

nn-. n HSP n nnnriR 
nran nnnn 
nnnnnnnoRnnnnn 
EHEE - nnnro onn , 
nnnn utnnnn rcnnii!l 
nnnn 

nnnnnnnnrjnirinnn 

rararaHH™ CTHR HRH 

nnrana nnnnn 
HnnnrannrcniTinnnGn 
nnnn rcnmn nnnnrd 
nnnn rjnnn nnnnnl 


56 Tune 
67 Crooked 
99 Soda) VIP 


60— Major 
. 61 Ooze 
6* A Gabor 
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Kuwaiti banks swap 
debts for state bonds 


Cairo Amman Bank 
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JuptMN Yen' 


Cnrran Unit 
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1.3591“ 


SterOag- Poand 


Dadschr Mark 


Swiss Franc 
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14/9/92 


I MTH 

3 MTKS 

6 MTHS 




3.06 

3.12 

3.31 


10. IS 

10.37 

10.6 2 j 

10.62 
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7.45. 

7.43 

7.37 

7.3 1 

■Esaa 

■9.62 

9.62 

9.62 


iUHKilSi 



\10.62 

10.62 

10.42 

11.15 


KUWAIT (R) — Burgan Bank, 
considered one of the weaker of 
Kuwait’s six commercial banks, 
said Monday it had exchanged its 
debts for government bonds 
worth 320.9 million dinars ($1.79 
bflfion). 

‘ ft -was the second Kuwaiti 
bank in two days to reveal that its 
debts at die end of. 1991 had been 
wiped off its balance sheet The 
Bank of Kuwait and. die Middle 
East (BKME) announced Sunday 
that it had exchanged its debts for 
government bonds worth 525 mil- 
lion (fours ($1.8 billion). 

Burgan. Bank’s balance sheet 
listed government -bonds worth 
520.92 mil fi rm dinars as of Dec. 
31, 1991,. according to a copy of 
the awnnai report far 1990-91 
obtained by' Renters. 

The annual report said the date 
of exchange was effective as of 
Dec. 31. 1991 and added that the 
government bonds would carry 
floating i nte r est rates to be de- 
cided by the central bank. The 
bonds will have a maximum 20- 
year maturity. 

Western economists estimated 
that the rale of interest on the 
bonds would be around five per 
cent. ■ 

Burgan Bank’s annual report 
also posted Monday a ' 403- 
mOlion-dmaxs ($139 million) net 
loss for die two-year period to 


end-1991 that included Iraq’s 
seven-month occupation. It com- 
pared with a net profit of 6.4 
milli on dinars (then equivalent to 
$21.95 mfilion ) in the year fa 
Dec. 31, 1969.. 

The BKME reporte d Sun day a 
465-78 -minkm-dinais (1227 mil- 
lion) net loss for the two-year 
period to end-1991. 

Government officials have said 
the purchase of bank debts 
should restore balance sheets, 
allowing the banking system to 
recover and economic activity to 
increase. They hope banks will 
either beef up their capital and 
reserves or merge to become 
more competitive. 

Kuwait adopted a plan in May 
to buy about $20 billion of bad 
debts from its troubled commer- 
cial banks, an essential step in 
helping the economy recover af- 
ter die upheavals of the Iraqi 
occupation. 

The plan would allow banks to 
dispose of debts on 1991 balance 
sheets. It permits die government 
to buy the debts at a discount by 
issuing bonds with a maximum 
20>year maturity. The govern- 
ment has not ye&annoanoed how 
it w31 reschedule the debts with 
Kuwaiti citizens who owe die 
banks money. 
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RAT MAN RETURNS 


Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 830, 1030 
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Alpacmo in , . 

THE GODFATHER III 

Shows:. 1230, 3:15. &15. 9 

Special shows for children on Thursdays and 
Fridays at 11:00 am. 




at 6:00 p.m. daily 
Shahrazad and Sinbad play 

A quiet comedy lor ail members of 
the family (adults and kids). Prior 
reservation Is needed. 

The next show is: 

V (Taa* Waqaymeh) / 



AHLAN THEATRE 
Nabil and Hisham 

(former Rqinbow cinema) 

“Ahlan New World Order” 

Sfw tfnta a 9 pjl. S 



Germany puts interests of Europe 
ahead of its own national interests 



BONN, Germany (Agencies) — 
In a move intended to boost a 
stagnant U.S. economy and en- 
courage moves toward European 
unity, Germany’s central bank 
Monday cut its interest rates for 
the first time in nearly five years. 

The central - bank, called the 
Bundesbank, reduced the Lom- 
bard rate from 9.75 per cent to 
9.50 per cent, and the discount 
rate from. 8.75 per cent to 825 
per cent. 

The Lombard rate is the rate 
the Bundesbank charges for over- 
night loans and the discount rate 
is what the central bank charges 
other banks for longer-term 
loans. The reductions take effect 
Tuesday. 

The Bundesbank's move marks 
a victory for Washington and for 
Bonn's European Community 
(EC) partners, which view Ger- 
many’s high rates as a hindrance 
to their own economic recovery. 

Bundesbank President Helmut 
Schlesinger said that becam e of 
the relative weakness of other EC 
currencies, the Bundesbank felt it 
could no longer continue with its 
tight monetary policy. 

Since 1987, the Bundesbank 
has been raising its rates because 
of inflationary fears. Tbe high 
rates caused problems for other 
European currencies as investors 
have dumped them in favour of 
the mark. 

The Bundesbank’s move 
boosted the dollar in European 
trading, to 1.48 marks, up from 
1.45 marks Friday. 

Lowering German interest 
rates coukl also affect the out- 
come of next Sunday’s French 
referendum on the Maastricht 
treaties on European political 
and economic union. 

Some French c i t i z en s fear Ger- 
man economic policy could over- 
shadow that of its partners in a 
Europea n union. 

Germany may be hoping die 
rate cuts will demonstrate to tbe 
French that the Bundesbank is 
willing to act on other nations’ 
concerns. 

Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel 
said after the Bundesbank’s deci- 
sion: “I expect positive effects cm 
the French referendum from the 
lowering of rates.” 

-Germany is one of the biggest 
proponents of European political 


and economic union. 

After the Bundesbank’s moves 
were announced, the Swiss 
National Bank lowered its. dis- 
count rate half a percentage 
point, to 63 per cent. Switzer- 
land is not a member of tbe EC 

And Sweden’s central bank 
Monday lowered its marginal in- 
terest rate to 20 per cent, from a 
record 75 per cent introduced last 
week to protect the krona. Hie 
rale governs banks' deposits and 
borrowing from the central bank. 

' British tabloid newspapers, re- 
joicing m a German decision to 
cut interest rates, Monday por- 
trayed the move as a glorious 
victory for Britain and an ignomi- 
nious dim bd own for Germany. 

Pro-Conservative tabloids said 
tbe interest : rate move was a 
stunning coup for Chancellor of 
tbe Exchequer (Finance Minis- 
ter) Norman Lament and should 
help shore up the flagging pound. - 

’’Lamont pound victory” trum- 
peted the Daily Express in a 
front-page report which gave 
much credit for the proposed cut 
to the British government, which 
has pressed for lower German 
borrowing rates to help out strug- 
gling European currencies. 

Tbe Daily Mail said tbe deci- 
sion was a dunbdown for the 
Gormans under a barrage of 
pressure from Britain, current 
EC president. 

“It is a notable coup for both 
(Prime Minister John) Major and 
his chancellor, who have been 
bombarding the German govern- 
ment with complaints about the 
intolerable level of interest rates 
which were luring more and more 
money to the mark,” the Daily 
Mail said. 

But the quality broadsheet 
newspapers were more sanguine. 

The Daily Telegraph reminded 
its readers that tbe pound was not 
yet oat of the woods. “With tbe 
Italian lira devalued, tbe pound 
becomes the most exposed major 
curre ncy in the system," it sakl. 

•The Times struck a less than 
triumphant note, saying the 
weekend manoeuvres “smacked 
of desperation.” 

It argued that the pound should 
be able to hold above its floor in 
the ERM currency grid until the 
Sept. 20 French referendum on 
the Maastricht treaty. 

Bat if the French rejected the 


pact on closer European union,” 
Mr. Major should “seize the 
chance to cut Britain loose from 
the ERM,” the paper said. 

In Paris, French leaders, fight- 
ing anxiously for a “yes” vote in 
next Sunday’s cliffh anger referen- 
dum on European union, hailed 
Germany's cut in interest rates 
Monday as a' triumph for the 
spirit of the ^Maastricht treaty. 

Prime Minister Pierre Beregov- 
oy called the German decision a 
great success for Europe and said 
France would be able to follow 
suit if voters endorsed the treaty 
of economic, monetary and poli- 
tical union. 

“They have put the interests of 
Europe ahead of their own in- 
terests,” Mr. Beregovoy said in a 
radio interview. “This spirit of 
Maastricht has prevailed over 
purely national interests.” 

“The Bank of France will fol- 
low. It will follow more easily 
after Sunday, Sept. 20,” he said. 
“It’s realistic. If the “no” wins, 
there will be a monetary shock 
and a stock market shock.” 

Finance Minister Michel Sapin 
said it would be irresponsible to 
cut French rates ahead of the 
referendum, knowing that a “no” 
would have major negative con- 
sequences for financial markets. 


this realignment had seen match- 
ed by important economic mea- 
sures sufficient to redress our 
public finances,” said the head of 
Italy’s largest bank. 

Gianni Zandano, chairman of 
the Istittuo Bancario San Paolo di 
Torino, told the Turin daily La 
Stampa what was needed were 
long-delayed measures to cut the 
budget deficit and reduce the 
public debt, the hugest in the EC. 

His call was echoed by Gianni 
Agnelli, head of the Fiat car 
group, who said it was vital to cut 
spending as quickly as possible on 
pensions and the health system- 
two of the main causes of the 
budget deficit. 

Republican leader Giorgio la 
Malta, whose small party tradi- 
tionally reflects the views of the 
business establishment, blamed 
Mr. Amato for making the Bank 
of Italy waste 40 trillion lire ($3.4 
billion) in a useless defence of the 
currency. 

“Amato really has to go now,” 
commented Mr. La Malta, saying 
the prime minister was “going 
through hell” in his cabinet be- 
cause of tbe refusal of the minis- 
ters of health and labour to sanc- 
tion cuts on health care and pen- 
sions. 

Vowing even greater financial 


-tar - ™ y 

Son** to^confirm, ,0 nnnfSS 


the outlook for lower rates or to 
choose not to do so," he said. 

In Rome, the devaluation of 
the lira gave Prime Minister 
Ginliano Amato little respite 
from his critics Monday as press- 


night promised that he would not 
by-pass parliament and resort to a 
decree to push through a reform 
of the pension system. 

Mr. La Malta, who has been 
critical of the government ever 
since Mr. Amato took office in 


_ ,1. ivu . nuiaiv iuvk uuivc ui 

me mounted for muchfaugber JnIy to end a three-month power 
government action to redress Ita- J . 


government action to redress Ita- 
ly’s floundering economy. 

Facing criticism over his hand- 
ling of the currency crisis and 
even calls for his resignation, Mr. 
Amato himself said that despite 
die seven per cent fell in the value 
of the lira, h was wrong to speak 
of an Italian devaluation. 

“This is not a lira devaluation. 
This is a revaluation of die mark 
and an agreement by Germany to 
cot its interest rates,” Mr. Amato 
told state TV, churning credit for 


vacuum, said a much broader 
coalition was needed, including 
the former Communist Party and 
the maverick Northern League. 

In a similar line, one of the 
state radio stations broadcast an 
unusual editorial saying a govern- 
ment of national unity might be 
the only one capable of handling 
Italy’s economic emergency. 

Mr. Amato’s government has 
only a fragile 16*eat majority in 
the lower house. The prime 
minister last week said he wanted 


reducing what he said was one of parliament to give him special 
the main causes of international powers for three years in die 
recession. event of an economic crisis — but 


the mam can«as of international 
recession. 

“It’s a defeat. An honourable 
defeat, bat always a defeat ... it 
would have made more sense if 


Debts loom over U.S. 
economy and election 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent George Bosh, seeking to 
revive the economy before a 
November election, has proposed 
remedies which many economists 
-see as contradictory. 

Trailing in public opinion polls, 
he has pronounced the economy 
in “lousy” shape. Mountains of 
debt are casting a long shadow 
over an enfeebled U.S. recovery. 

Mr. Bosh says that part of the 
reason the economy is afling is 
because individuals and -com- 
panies went bead-over-heels in 
debt in the free-spending 1980s. 

And his. message in a key 
speeds last week, winds set out 
fate economic ideas for a second 
term, was that they most now pay 
it off rather than boy more goods 
and services. 

But Mr. Bush (fid not mention 
that the federal government’s 
own debts have soared by about 
$1.5 trillion since be took office in 
January 1989. 

The spending deficit in the 
current financial year alone, en- 
ding oa Sept. 30, is expected to 


hit a record S3333 billion. 

Tbe president proposed getting 
the economy rolling more vigor- 
ously through lower taxes, reduc- 
tions in the federal deficit and 
cuts in government spending 
without touching social security 
— a set of targets most econom- 
ists see as mutually conflicting. 

“I want a government that 
spends less, regulates less and 
taxes less,” Mr. Bush said. 

Reduced income from taxes, 
die government's main revenue 
source, normally makes it harder 
to trim deficits. Mr. Bush’s pre- 
ferred solution of reducing gov- 
ernment spending in a weak eco- 
nomy might also be painful if big 
areas tike social security are ex- 
empt. 

“The man is flying around the 
country spending money guaran- 
teeing repairs (caused by hurri- 
cane Andrew in Florida), but 
then on the other hand saying #e 
are going to cut the budget,” said 
economist Robert Diefi of North- 
ern Trust Co. in Chicago. 

Reducing government parti- 


cipation in the economy when under which 
private industries are straggling automatic pc 
under weak consumer demand, inflation and 
glutted real estate markets and that the ag 
fading defence spending is not valid, 
going to get the economy back to The govern 
a three per cent annual growth set Sept. 15 a 
rate,” Mr. Dieli suggested. an overall i 
The point was underlined in a down wages. 
Commerce Department report — — — 

that showed U.S. businesses were’ 

scaling bade already modest in-' 
vestment plans this year for ex- / tea 

pending output.' C7f 

A national survey showed JL •. 

spending will increase just.43 per 
cent, instead of 4.7 per cent as 
previously estimated, to $551 til- o 

lion as corporate executives 
showed signs of .increasing pes- to maint 
simism about the economy^ heating s 
The stiffest recommendation m£ 

for action came from the Interna- Good ai 

tional Monetary Ftrqd (IMF), in 
its role as world economic watch- Kfiallco 
dog, telling the United States to n |l 

curb its budget deficit, 


ran into . strong opposition. 

Tbe . first major test for Mr. 
Amato l&expected to come ovef 
the government's attempts to 
push through an agreement with 
unions holding down wage costs 
— now that labour leaders fear 
the devaluation will have infla- 
tionary effects. 

Mr. Amato had hailed as a 
major victory a July 31 accord 
under winch muons rave up the 


under which onions gave up the 
automatic pegging of wages to 
inflation and Sunday he stressed 
that the agreement remained 
valid. 

The government had originally 
set Sept. 15 as the target date for 
an overall accord on holding 


pbaie ^ Keep 

DLU VumLr 

827430 

to maintain your central 
heating and other kind of 
maintenance. 

Good and fast services 

Khallco Electromecha- 
nical Group. 


A Ground-Floor House For Ruk 
(Furnished or Untarnished) 

located on' AJ Hussein Medical Centre Street. 

Call tel. 675599 a.m. or 823795 p.m. 


FOR RENT 

Super deluxe ground floor apartment. Fully furnished with 
'colour TV and telephone. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, maid room, modem kitchen and small garden. 
Located near Tyche Hotel — Shmeisani 

Please call 673444 


}X( ARABIC FOR SPEAKERS 
OF OTHER LANGUAGES 

The Language Centre at the University of Jordan 
announces that the intensive course in modem 
standard Arabic for speakers of other languages 
will commence on September 19, and will last 
for 16 weeks. 

The programme is intensive and classes meet in 
the morning for 20 hours per week, Saturday- 
Wednesday. Evening classes meet three days a 
week: Saturday, Monday and Wednesday. 

Those Interested please, call at the Lan- 
guage Centre for registration. 


Arabic. Lessons For Foreigners 

A teacher available for private Arabic lessons for 
foreigners. 

Please call 747057 after 4 p.m. 


FOR RENT 

MODERN FURNISHED FLATS 

One bedroom, living-dining room, kitchen and bathroom. 
C.H. and telephones. 

Location: Jabai Amman between 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Tel: 667862 - 642351 


FEEL 

Complete-realized lucky and happy find your 
other half. It is there at 
Dajani Jewellers 

Amra Hotel — 6th Circle 

Get Your Birth Stone. . 


CAREER OPPORTUNITY 

Hotel InterContinental Jordan has an opening for a 
Marketing Manager. Candidates should hold a uni- 
versity degree, preferably with experience in hotels. 

If interested please send CV with recent 
photo, to: 

Personnel Manager 
P.O.Box 35015, Amman - Jordan 
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Savage fighting breaks out in 
Sarajevo; peace talks doubtful 


SARAJEVO (R) — Savage fight- 
ing broke out across Sarajevo 
Monday, ending a brief-lull in the 
besieged Bosnian capital and 
probably ending next Friday's 
Geneva peace talks before they 
even begin. 

. ‘“in these circumstances 1 don't 
thunk we will be going to Gene- 
va." Ejup Ganic, a Muslim mem- 
ber of the Bosnian presidency, 
told reporters. “I don't think we 
will continue (the peace process) 
if; it goes on." 

■ Bosnian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic bad already put the 
talks in doubt Sunday, threaten- 
ing not to attend them if the 
United Nations went ahead with 
plans to impose a “no-fly” air 
exclusion zone over the whole of 
Bosnia-Herzegovina . 

In Geneva, a spokesman said 
U.N. peace envoy Cyrus Vance 
had told the Bosnian government 
he still expected it to attend the 
talks. 

United Nations spokesman 
Fred Eckhard told reporters Mr. 
Vance had sent a message to 
Bosnian President Alija Izetbe- 
govic reminding him he had made 
a “solemn and unconditional 
promise’' to either attend the 
talks or send a top-level official. 

But it appeared that the pres- 
idency had opted out of the talks 
even before Monday's fighting. 
Mr. Eckhard said Mr. Vance’s 
message was in reply to a letter he 
received from Mr. Izetbegovk 
Sunday. 

At the heart of the dispute is 
the agreement by both sides to 
permit United Nations inspection 
of their heavy weapons, to deter- 
mine who was firing them first 
This came into force at the 
weekend and was observed in 
Sarajevo bat widely ignored else- 
where. 

Early Monday Sarajevo Radio 
said the presidency's attendance 
at the talks was in doubt, and this 
was a signal for a devastating 
assault on the capital. 

“This is the worst day here 
since the start of the war," Kemal 
Knrstahic, editor in chief of 
Sarajevo's Oslobodjenje news- 
paper, told Reuters from his 
home in the Hrasno suburb. 

“There are many detonations 
in my immediate vicinity — mor- 
tars and maybe tank fire. From 


the sound of it there is some sort 
of infantry attack.” 

Bosnian military comman ders 
throughout the city told the same 
story, saying the Serb attackers 
were escalating the conflict, first 
with machine guns and mortars, 
then with heavy mortars and anti- 
aircraft cannon, and later with 
tank guns and 105 mm Howitzers 
the U.N. observers were meant 
to be monitoring. 


Many buildings, including 
high-rise apartment blocks, were 
reported to be blazing, and hos- 
pitals in the city spoke of at least 
four dead and 50 wounded, with 
the eventual toll expected to be 
much higher. 

Giving the Serb version of 
events, the Bosnian Serb News 
Agency (SRNA) said Muslim 
forces had launched a mortar 
attack late Sunday and early 
Monday from the Western sub- 
urbs on the nearby Serb-held 
villages of Rajlovac, liidza and 
Osijek. The Serb side had only 
responded, it said. 

SRNA quoted Bosnian Serb 
military sources as saying: “It is 
probable that the Muslim offen- 
sive for uublockading Sarajevo 
planned for mid-September has 
now begun.” 

U.N. spokesman were not 
available for comment, but the 
presidency’s Mr. Ganic ' said: 
“The heavy weapons were sup- 
posed to be under the control of 
UNPROFOR (United Nations 
Protection Force), but UNPRO- 
FOR are confused and dis- 
oriented.” 
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A couple run across a Sa ra j evo 
Bosnian capital 


“I am not surprised,” said edi- 
tor Kurstahic. “Personally I did 
not expect much from the control 
of artillery because the UNPRO- 
FOR observers were just going to 
take notes.” 

He added: “Maybe Karadzic is 
trying to fool public opinion be- 
cause apart from Sarajevo, fight- 
ing at Jajce and Bihac is intensify- 
ing and there are also reports of 
fighting at Gorazde.” 

These were the other towns' 
specifically covered by the 
weapons inspection agreement. 

Agreement to the Geneva talks 
following last week's visit by Mr. 
Vance and EC mediator Lord 
Owen, who signed a string of 
accords with Yugoslavia’s flexible 


Prime Minister Milan Panic. 

But Serbia's hardline presi- 
dent, Slobodan Milosevic, did not 
sign, increasing belief of a power 
struggle in Belgrade. 

Mr. Ganic referred to uncon- 
firmed reports that the Serbs had 
sent 100 tanks into Bosnia and 
said: “I think Karadzic is closer to 
Milosevic than ever.” 
Meanwhile, hospitals in the be- 
sieged Bosnian capital are brac- 
ing for a possible epidemic of 
typhus, following the first out- 
break of the disease last week. 

“We should expect typhus 
cases to appear here in October,” 
Dr. Zeljko Ler at the Sarajevo's 
former military hospital said 
Monday. - 

“There's an incubation period 
of up to 40 days and the first cases 
should start appealing soon be- 
cause water supplies to the dty 
were cut last month.” 

Sarajevo’s Medical Crisis Cen- 
tre last Friday reported four cases 
of abdominal typhus — the first 


time the feared disease has been 
found in the capital since the 
fighting began more than -five 
months ago. 

Medical experts say the disease 
can spread alarmingly when peo- 
ple are diity and crowded 
together. As they are in Sarajevo 
where water and food are in 
scarce supply. 

“Typhus is water-bom. conta- 
gious and there is a mortality rate 
of between one and five per 
cent,” Dr. Ler said. 

“We have the antibiotics we 
need to treat it, but if we have an 
epidemic then we are likely to run 
short.” 

Dr. Ler said about 6,000 cases 
of intestinal diseases had been 
reported in Bosnia-Herzegovina 
as a whole, nearly half of them in 
tire capital. 

He added that although water 
and electricity supplies had been 
partially restored in the dty, 
there were still problems in 
purifying, die water. - 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


‘Mitterrand fit and in control’ 


PARIS (R) — Prime Minister Pierre Beregovoy said Monday 
President Francois Mitterrand was in good health after prostate 
surgery last Friday and had fully resumed his duties from his 
hospital bed. Mr. Beregovoy told France Inter radio Mr. 
Mitterrand was working at Paris’ Hospital Cochin via rfirect 
telephone links with dose aides. The prime minister was eager to 
reassure voters ahead of next Sunday’s referendum on the 
Maastricht Treaty on European Union. He said Mr. Mitterrand, 
whose political future largely depends on French approval of die 
treaty, planned to travel to his constituency of Cbatean-Chinon in 
central France to vote for the treaty. 


stonn hit. Water was restored to about half the island, inducting 
Uhue, the largest town. But it may take more than a week to get 
Lihue's power plant running, official said. “We’re getting some 
things done, but every time we fix one problem another one 
arises,” said Kauai Mayor Joann Ynkimnra. Crews continued the 
daunting task of cleaning up utility pedes, trees and pieces of 
buildings that gave way under Iniki’s sustained wind of 130 mph 
(209 kph) and gusts to 160 mph (257 kph). 


U.N. signs law on Cambodian parties 


Yeltsin to visit S. Korea in November 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Russian President Boris Yeltsin, who 
called off a trip to Japan and South Korea this week, is expected 
to visit Seoul in mid-November, according to State Secretary 
- Gennady Burbulis. “It was agreed between Yeltsin and (South 
. Korean President) Roh Tae-Woo, the new date of (Yeltsin’s) visit 
was set for Nov. 12-13,” Mr. Burbufis said in a television 
'interview late Sunday. Mr. Yeltsin is also planning a trip to 
Britain in November to possibly sign a new friendship treaty and 
discuss economic cooperation, his foreign minister said Sunday. 
Britain holds the rotating presidency of the European Commun- 
ity. Andrei Kozyrev, speaking in a television interview, tried to 
play down Yeltsin’s cancellation of a long awaited trip to Japan 
. th is week to discuss the disputed Kuril Islands, saying the visit was 
merely postponed and that contacts were continuing. 


PHNOM PENH (R) — Electoral guidelines covering the estab- 
lishment of political parties have been signed into law by the bead 
of U.N. peacekeepers in Cambodia, his spokesman said Monday. 
“Both UNTAC (U.N. Transitional Authority of Cambocfia) and 
die four existing administrative structures are responsible for 
undertaking efforts to ensure that a neutral political environment 
exists and that public order is maintained,” the spokesman said. 
The law was. signed this weekend by UNTAC chief Yasushi 
Akashi. A peace agreement signed in Paris last October by all 
four Cambodian factions paved the way for the deployment of 
UNTAC, which will supervise the running of the country dntfl the 
holding of election. The new law sets precise guidelines for all 
Cambodian political parties and will govern their activities in the 
lead np to next May’s U.N.-supervised national elections. It is 
intended that the new law will act as a confidence-building 
measure for political parties wanting to set up offices. in the 
Cambodian countryside, the U.N. spokesman said. 


Liberian rebels vow to crush rivals 


3 injured in Belfast bar shooting 


BELFAST (R) — Three men were injured, one critically, when 
gunmen attacked a bar frequented by both Catholics and 
. Protestants in Belfast City Centre, police said Monday. Hospital 
sources in the Northern Ireland capital said one of those injured 
in the Sunday evening shooting was in critical condition. The 
other two were comfortable after undergoing emergency surgery. 
. Two of the three injured were doormen wounded as they tried to 
stop the gunmen from entering the packed bar. 


Fujimori vows to beat rebels 


LIMA (R) — Abimael Guzman, the mice elusive leader of the 
Shining Path guerrilla group, was behind bars Monday but 
. President Alberto Fujimori warned his countrymen not to lower 
, their guard in the war against the guerrillas. “I am committed to 
defeating terrorist groups by (the time 1 leave office) in 1995, but 
this should not be interpreted as claiming victory,” Mr. Fujimori 
said in a televised speech Sunday night. “We should not claim 
victory nor lower our guard for one minute in the face of these 
fanatics and criminals,” said Mr. Fujimori. As be spoke, the 
government transmitted the first pictures of tbe captive Guzman, 
founder and ideological chief of the Maoist guerrillas that have, 
waged a 12-year war against the state. One televised image 
showed a grim, bearded Guzman with a placard around his neck 
showing his prisoner number, while another showed him behind 
bars with his fist in tbe air. Guzman, 57, was being held at the 
heavily-guarded headquarters of Peru’s National Police in central 
Lima after being captured Saturday night with seven other 
guerrillas in a home m a southern district of die capital, police 
said. 


MONROVIA, Liberia ( AP) — A guerrilla leader vowed Sunday 
to crush Charles Taylor’s rebel army unless it is disarmed by 
peacekeeping forces. “We are intensifying our efforts to crush 
him and we will crush him sooner or later,” Joseph Taybior, 
secretary general of the United Liberation Front of Liberia for 
Democracy, said at a press conference. Meanwhile, none of the 
508 West African peacekeeping forces held hostage by Mr. 
Taylor's rebels had returned to tbe capital of Monrovia by 
mid-afternoon Sunday, two days after tbe rebel leader agreed to 
let him withdraw. Mr. Taylor made the promise to former U.S. 
President Jimmy Carter, who was on a tour of West African 
countries. “It seems some are on their way now,” said Biola 
Lawal, press secretary of the peacekeeping forces. 


U.S. teams find remains in Vietnam 


HANOI (R) — American experts hunting for does of missing 
U.S. servicemen from the Vietnam War have found remains but 
have not yet determined whether they are American, tbe head of 
investigation said Monday. Lieutenant-Colonel Jack Donovan 
told Reuters that during a month-long search some remains were 
found where U.S. military aircraft crashed during the war, while 
others were turned over by villagers. He declined to give details, 
saying the remains would be tested to see if they were American. 
About SO American experts, working in five teams, have been 
flying to mountainous areas by helicopter, trekking through deep 
jungle and driving to remote spots along tbe coast to interview 
villagers and dig up two old crash sites. 


56 hurt In Japan train crash 


Hurricane relief continues in Hawaii 


LIHUE, Hawaii (AP) — Troops patrolled and helped dean up 
neighbourhoods devastated by hurricane Iniki and officials 
tended to more than 7,000 people in shelters as Kauai took its first 
halting steps toward normality Monday. Federal officials said 

10.000 homes were badly damaged when Hawaii’s worst storm 
this century blasted across the resort island Friday. Most of the 
island’s 70 hotels sustained serious damage. “Wherever you look, 
it's heartbreak alley,” said Fred Allen, who said he rode out the 
hurricane in his bed with a bottle of gin. "This was one hell of a 
storm.” Limited phone service was restored, giving he island’s 

52.000 residents their first link to the outside world since the 


TOKYO (AP) — At least 56 people were injured Monday when a 
four-car train carrying about 300 passengers collided with a dump- 
truck at a railway crossing northeast of Tokyo. An official of the 
Chiba Prefectural Police said tbe first two cars were derailed in 


tibe collision and a 10-ton dump truck was destroyed completely, 
Tbe track driver was among the people injured. 


U.N. helicopter crashes Irt Angola 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — A United Nations hdkopter crashed 
in Angola’s northern Uige province, seriously injuring the crew 
-and four passengers, state-nm radio said Monday, the Ml-8 
helicopter was carrying 23 people when it crashed Saturday doe to 
technical problems, the radio said in a broadcast mon it ored by the 
British Broadcasting Corporat i on. 


Pretoria, 

ANC 


begin talks 


JOHANNESBURG, South Afri- 
ca (AP) — Government and 
ANC officials met Monday to try 
and dear the way for a summit 
between President F.W. De 
Klerk and Nelson Mandela on the 
nation's political crisis. 

African National Congress 
Secretary General Cyril Ramaph- 
osa and Constitutional Develop- 
ment Minister Roelf Meyer met 
at a hotel in Pretoria, but neither 
side would give any details. The 
talks were expected to continue 

for several days. 

Black and white leaders are 
straggling to rescue stalled talks 
on ending white minority rule 
ami d mounting political violence. 
South Africa is caught in its worst 
political crisis since Mr. De Klerk 
began scrapping apartheid in 
1990. 

Mr. Ramaphosa and Mr. 
Meyer are trying to dear the way 
.for the summit, where the two 
sides would try to resume talks on 
a new constitution that have been 
stalled since Jane. 

The Citizen newspaper re- 
ported Monday that constitution- 
al changes would be presented in 
parliament in October to allow 
Mr. De Klerk to form a multi- 
party government. The report, 
winch did not cite sources, said 
the change would dear the way 
for a multiracial transitional gov- 
ernment. 

In other developments, police 
said eight members of tbe In- 
katha Freedom Party were killed 
Monday when their track was 
ambushed and raked with gun 
fire in the eastern province of 
Natal. 

Officials of the mainly Zulu 
Inlratha claimed men dressed in 
security force uniforms carried 
out the attack at Umgababa. The 
attack was the third in recent 
weeks in the area against In- 
katha, thejnain black opponent 
of the ANC. 

Mr. Meyer said in a televirion 
debate Sunday night with -Mr. 
Ramaphosa that the government 
was not willing to negotiate 'on 
the basis of demands. He said the 
ANC must restrain anti- 
government protests. 

Both men said the differences 
could be resolved to clear the way 
for a summit. Mr. Ramaphosa 
described the summit as “a 
breath of fresh air 1 ’ which could 
resume -the reform- process: . . 

The ANC, the country's main 
blade opposition group, is de- 
manding concessions, indnding 
die release of political prisoners, 
before it will accept the proposed 
summit. 

Mr. De Klerk appealed last 
week for a summit with Mandela 
to revive stalled constitutional 
talks. De Klerk made the appeal 
after 25 ANC su pporters were 
-killed by troops in the nominally 
independent Ciskei black home- 
land. 

Previous attempts to revive 
constitutional talks have floun- 
dered when the government has 
refused to meet ANC demands, 
such as freeing 400 political pris- 
oners. The government denies 
bolding any political prisoners, 
saying tbe people identified by 
tbe ANC were convicted of vio- 
lent dimes. 

Tbe ANC is also demanding 
measures to control migrant 
worker hostels, a major source of 
violence, and better controls on 
the carrying of weapons in public. 

The ANC pufled out of talks on 
preparing a new constitution in 
June to protest violence in Mack 
townships that has claimed 
thousands of lives in recent years, 


Thai anti-military parties 


agree on government 


BANGKOK (R) — Four of Thai- 
land's anti-military parties 
reached preliminary agreement 
Monday to form a coalition gov- 
ernment following victory in Sun- 
day’s elections, a senior Democrat 
Party member of parliament said. 

Democrat Party leader Chuan 
Leekpai would be nominated as fc 
prime minister, Banyat Ban- 
tathan told reporters. 

Mr. Leekpai’s party, which 
played a major ro le in the pro- 
democracy demonstrations sup- 
pressed by the miiitaiy in Bang- 
kok in May, emerged from the 
polls as ttie largest parliamentary 
group with 79 seats. 

“I am quite confident that if 
the four former opposition par- 
ties stick together we can form a 
government,” Mr. Leekpai told 
Reuters earlier. 

The four-party alliance bolds a 
total of 185 seats in the 360-sear 
House of Representatives, the 
powerful lower bouse of parlia- 
ment. 

Mr. Leekpai’s Democrats have 
joined forces with the Palang 
Dbarma Party led by Chamlong 
Srimuang, the New Aspiration 
Party led by former army chief 
Chavalit Yongchaiyudh and the 
small Solidarity Party. 

Political sources said tbe eight- 
•seat Seri th am (Justice Freedom) 
Party founded by former House 
Speaker Arthit Urairat was also 
likely to join the coalition. 

Scores of demonstrators were 
killed in May by troops of Gener- 
al Suchinda Kraprayoon who had 
been appointed non-elected 
prime minister by a coalition of 
pro-military parties that formed a 
government after elections in 


March. 

Gen. Suchinda, who had led a 
coup against the previously 
elected government in February, 
1991, resigned in disgrace and 
was replaced by tbe popular in- 
terim government of Anand 
Panyarachnn, who moved to 
weaken the military’s power. 

Mr. Chuan, a youthful-looking 
54-year-old, said bis foreign poli- 
cy would emphasise Thailand's 
economic development 
"The cold war is over," be told 
Reuters. “Now is the era of the 
economic leading tbe political. I 
would lake to pursue Mr. AnamTs 
policy of free trade, strengthen 
Thai businessmen to compete in 
the world market." , 

He spoke of the need to decen- 
tralise development outside 
Bangkok, which is much richer 
than the rest of Thailand. 

. Political commentators said the 
pro-democracy parties would act 
quickly to send Mr. Oman’s 
name to the king for appointment 
to the premiership. 

The Democrat Party leader 
could take up his new job as early 
as next Monday. * 

Prices on Thailand’s stock ex- 
change soared nearly 2.5 per cent 
Monday morning. “The poll re- 
sults are clear cut,” said Ninrit 
Non thapantha wat , chief econom- 
ist at Bangkok Bank. 

“We certainly have come a 
long and painful way to where we 
are today,” the Nation newspap- 
er said. 

“The people of Thailand have 
riven tbe Democrat Party and 
Chuan a chance to poll tbe nation 
out of the virions circle of 
election-corruption-conp. ” 


Seoul holds China card 


in talks with North 


SEOUL (Agencies) — South Ko- 
rean Prime Minister Chung Won- 
Shik heads this week for talks in 
the Communist North bolstered 
by Seoul's new-found diplomatic 
ties with China, Pyongyang’s 
main ally and paymaster. 

Mr. Chong will cross the 
heavily-fortified inter-Korean 
border early Tuesday, bound for 
an eighth session of talks with 
Northern counterpart Yon 
Hyong-Muk aimed at defusing 
the woricT? last major cold war 
confrontation ! . . 

Mr. Chong and his 89-member 
delegation return Friday:* 
Seoul’s long awaited establish- 
ment of diplomatic relations with 
China last month will have shifted- 
the diplomatic goalposts in 
South Korea's favour since the 
prime ministers’ last meeting in 
May, Western analysts said Mon- 
day. 

A Seoul government source 
dose to die talks said North 
Korea, still trying to assess the 
significance of South Korea’s ties 
with Peking, is likely to adopt 
stalling tactics. . • 

Pyongyang has yet to acknow- 
ledge pnbfidy the South’s estab- 
lishment of diplomatic relations 
with Peking, long North Korea’s 
closest ally. 

We are not necessarily that 


to have access to Pyongyang’s 
nuclear facilities to allay suspi- 
cions that tire. North is on the 
verge of developing a nuclear 
bomb. 

But Pyongyang, denying any 
military aspirations far its nuclear 
programme, has so far allowed 
only inspectors from the Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Agency 
(AEA) into its plants. 

Sooth Korea denied Monday 
allegations that it allows U.S. sub- 
marines to carry nuclear war- 
heads into its territory in violation 
of an inter-Korea nuclear arms 
ban. 


is going to prove as success- 
ful as previous ones,” said tbe 
government source, who asked 
not to be named. 

. He said south Korea would 
stick rigidly to its position on the . 
main issue -which is currently 
blocking moves towards North- . 
South detente — the North's 
nuclear p r ogr amm e. 

The South wants its inspectors 


The denial by the South Ko- 
rean Defence Ministry came in 
response . to North Korean 
charges that U.S. nuclear sub- 
marines make frequent calls at 
the southern . naval port of 
Chinhae. A South Korean dissi- 
dent, magazine' made tire same 
charge in its September issue. 

“Not a single' nuclear warhead 
exists in tbe Republic of (South) 
Korea and there is no nndear 
submarine . base in any form,” 
ministry, spokesman. Yoon 
Cbang-Ro said in a statement. 

The North’s' official Korean 
Central News Agency (KCNA), 
monitored in Tokyo, carried a 
statement Saturday from a north- 
era anti-nuclear committee criti- 
cising a U.S. nuclear submarine 
base in the South. 


The (North) Korean Anti- 
Nuclear Peace .Committee de- 
manded that U.S. and South Ko- 
rean authorities admit U.S. nuc- 
lear submarines made port calls 
which were prepara tions for war, 
KCNA said. Committees in the 
North usually reflect official poli- 
cy. 


Bush, Clinton campaign in Oregon 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent George Bush and Democrat 
Bill Clinton are vying for votes In 
west coast states by stressing jobs 
in a region hard bit by the na- 
tion’s long-lasting economic 

downturn. 

. The paths of the two candi- 
dates were crossing Monday in 
California and Oregon, states 
where polls show Mr. Clinton 
leading. 

Mr. Bush, trying to mount a 
come-from-behind victory, wants 
to paint Mr. Ctinton and running 
mate A1 Gore as environmental 
extremists more interested in pro- 
tecting endangered specks than 
U.S. jobs. He also wants to por- 
tray them as candidates seeking 
to gut an already devastated de- 
fence industry, one 'of the main 
reasons for California's economic 


Mr. Clinton, trying to sokfify 
his lead m those states, will 
emphasise Mr. Bash's economic 
stewardship over the past four 
years, aides said. 


to be jobs, the fact that we've lost 
private sector jobs under George 
Bush and that (Clinton) has a 
Man to create jobs,” said George . 
Stephanopoulos , communica- 
tions director few the Qiiiton 
campaign. 

In other political developments 
Sunday: 

— The Clinton camp said the 
Democratic nominee wil show op 
for a proposed presidential .cam- 
paign debate in East Lansing. 


Michigan, next week — even if 
Mr. Bosh doesn’t. 

“I think we’re seemg a stonewall” 
from Republicans on debates, 
said Mr. Stephanopoulos. Mr. 
Bush spokeswoman Tone Clarke 
countered; “There win be de- 
bates and it win all be worked out 
in doe time.” 

— Vice President Dan Quayie 
seemed to modify his earlier sip- 
port for an immediate constitu- 
tional ban on abortions. 

Appearing , on ABCs This 
Week With David Brinkely, Mr. 
Quayie said that a Pennsylvania 
law that restricts but does not ban 
abortions was “a good starting 
paint.” 

Mr. Bash, who campaigned 
Sunday, in California with help 
from former President Ronald 
Reagan, was opening his day in 
San Diego, then heading to 
Washington andLOregon — two, 
of the 10 states be tost in 1988.' 

Mr. Omton was heading Mon- 
day nwnung to .Oregon, where he 
was to address a midday rally in , 
downtown Portland and later to 
meet with timber industry repre- 
sentatives in Eugene. He cam- 
paigns in California Tuesday and 
Wednesday. 

' Mr. Bush aides said the Presi- 
dent would seek to portray tire 
Democratic ticket Monday as 
favouring environmental protec- 
tion over a sound economy. 

At Mr. Bush's first stop, San 
Diego, developers are worried 
that the federal g ove r nment will 
add tire gnateatefaer bird to its Kst 


of protected species. That could 
sharply curtail development in 
coastal southern California. 

He was then to head to Ore- 
gon, potting both candidates in 
die state at the same time. 

Aides hinted the president will 
call for changes in the endan- 
gered species act, under which 
tiier Hsb and Wildlife Service 
declared the northern spotted owl 
a threatened species in June 1990. 

Since then, logging in the 
northwest’s national forests has 
come to a virtual halt under 
federal court orders that have 
found government harvesting 
practices to be in violation of 
U.S. environmental laws. 

Mr. Clinton has said that, if 
elected, beTl convene a Pacific 
northwest forest summit wi thin 
ha fi rst 100 days that would deal 
with the spotted owl issue and 
■' other problems. 

“T don't know if you can satisfy 
everybody completely. But you 
can have a balance,” Mr. Stepha- 
nopoujos said Sunday when 
asked about the spotted owl con- 
troversy. ^You do need a balance 
between jobs and the environ- 
ment." 

Mr, Bush aides said the presi- 
dent is not ready to write off the 
west coast, despite Mr. Clinton’s 
comfortable lead there. And Mr. 
Clinton aides said tbe Arkansas 
gorernor is not about to take the 
region for granted. 

California has 54 electoral 
votes, Washington U and Ore- 
gon 7. 



720 couples renew 
wedding vows 
after 50 years 


CHICAGO (AP) — Most wore 
glasses. Almost all were gray. 
And all 1,440 were in love. Seven 
hundred twenty couples gathered 
Sunday at Chicago's Holy Name 
Cathedral to celebrate their 50th 
’anniversaries and renew their 
wedding vows. “Truly your fives 
exemplify the meaning of com- 
mitment,” Cardinal Joseph Ber- 
nardin told tbe couples. “You are 
examples and models for all of ns 
and for your children." These 
couples married in 1942. They’ve 
seen 10 presidents and four wars. 
“You have faith,” said Jeanne 
Mitchell, 67, celebrating with her 
husband, Ray. “I don’t remem- 
ber anything being so hard I 
couldn't cope with it.” Children 
of many couples attended the 
annual service, too. 


Boy catches toddler 
falling from window 


NEW HAVEN, Conn (AP) — 
Javon Saucier was playing foot- 
ball when he made a 30-yard 
(-metre) dash to complete tbe 
greatest reception of his life: 
catching a 3- year-old neighbour 
frilling from a window. “I knew I 
could catch him,” 6-year-old 
Javon said. “People were calling 
me, ’Javon, the hero.'" Brandon 
Ellison's mother had told him 
that he couldn’t go out became 
no one could watch him. He tried 
to sneak out through his second- 
floor window, about 15 feet (5 
metres) off the ground. Javon 
was playing football in tbe park- 
ing lot below when he saw Bran- 
don squirming to pull himself 
back on the ledge. “Brandon, 
you get back in,” Javon shouted 
as he ran over. When he realised 
Brandon was stuck. Javon told 
the youngster to bold on while he 
went to get Brandon's mother. 
But Javon realised he didn't have 
time before the boy would fall 
and shouted, “let go, I'U catch 
you.” Brandon let go, narrowly 
missing a lower window ledge as 
he fell into Javon’s arms. Neither 
boy was injured. Betsy Park, a 
nurse practitioner , at comnjtpufy 
health care plan where Brandon 
was seen, said the boy could have 
been gravely injured if Javon had 
not helped him. Mr. Park gave 
Javon a $10 reward. 


Cosby tops U.S. 
entertainers’ 
earnings list 


NEW YORK (R) — Bill Cosby, 
who retired from his role on hzs 
popular television comedy prog- 
ramme, will earn millions from 
reruns of The Cosby Show and 
again tops the list of Forbes 
magazine's 40 higbest-paid enter- 
tainers. The magazine said Cosby 
should pull in an estimated $98 
million for 1991 and 1992. Forbes 
put his net worth at more than 
$300 million, which it said would 
make him the richest entertainer 
in America. Second on the list is 
talk show host Oprah Winfrey. 
Tbe number three spot went to 
actor and director Kevin Costner. 
The New Kids On The Block pop 
group slipped from first to fourth 
place. 


Motel guests on 
lookout for. 
peeping Toms 


NEW YORK (R) — When you 
check into your motel room these 
days, you may not be quite as 
alone as you think. U.S. lawyers 
say “peephole” lawsuits are on 
the increase — and one case has 
resulted in a $4 million punitive 
damages award for a couple who 
found themselves in a “room with 
a new” they didn't know about. 
A jury m Iowa deci de d in favour 
of the couple after hearing they 
had been spied on through a 
two-way mirror In a motel while 
celebrating their engagement in 
bed. “I would not be surprised if 
virtually every motel had had this 
problem at some time,” the cou- 
ple’s lawyer said. 


Russian couple 
try to swap baby 
for apartment 
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MOSCOW (R) — A Russian 
ample tried to place a newspaper 
advertisement to swap their new- 
born baby for a bigger apartment, 
ITAR-TASS News Agency said. 
It said the parents, both students, 
stated they could not afford to 
keep the child and were looking 
for a two - or 'three-room apart- 
ment. to replace their existing, 
tiny home. They sent the prop- 
osed. advertisement to a local 
newspaper, saying both of them 
were “absolutely healthy, tall, 
good-looking, well-built, and ' 
offer full guarantees.’* The 
mother said her one-off chil d- 
benefit of 3,000 roubles ($14) was 
praful in relation to the cost of 
baby, clothes, .blankets 'and 'a 
pram.. 
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